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PREFACE. 


THE sermons and addresses in this volume were 
all, with one exception, preached by Dr. King in 
the Diocese of Lincoln. They are, for the most 
part, very characteristic of the Bishop’s style. 

They are simple, affectionate, and direct in 
their spiritual appeal; but like most things which 
are really simple they will bear pondering over, 
for they cut deep down into the foundations of 
the spiritual life. 

As specimens of the way in which he used to 
speak to country congregations, there are the 
sermons on Church Bells’ and Worship.’ 

As illustrations of his sermons to working 
men, there are the two® given at Lincoln, one 
of them being an address to the members of a 
Railway Guild. 

1No. II. aNo. TIL 5Nos. VIII. and IX. 
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The sermon on Sisterhood Work amongst the 
Fallen has unfortunately only-been recovered 
through a fragmentary report ; the same is true 
of the Good Friday® addresses given at Burgh. 

Among the more strictly diocesan sermons 
there is the short one on Agriculture,’ and the 
one on Thanksgiving,* which was preached in the 
Cathedral on the cessation of the typhoid epi- 
demic at Lincoln in 1905. 

The sermon on Butler of Wantage’ shows 
how thoroughly the Bishop understood and ap- 
preciated the character and life of that great 
Churchman, who had been his friend for so long, 
and who was for ten years Dean of Lincoln. 

The only extra-diocesan sermon, that on 
Grace and Peace,° was preached at St. John the 
Divine, Kennington; a church with which Dr. 
King had had from the first a very close con- 
nexion, and whose two first vicars—the Rev. 
D. Elsdale (now vicar of Little Gransden) and 
the late Canon Brooke—had been with him at 
Cuddesdon. 

The Confirmation addresses will recall, so 


1No. VI. 2No. XV. 3No. I. 
4Non TV. PINOy Ex ®No. XIII. 
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far as it is possible to do so in print, the fatherly 
tenderness with which the Bishop used to speak 
to his children. The most characteristic of these 
are, I think, the two last addresses in the book ; 
while the address given at Weston, near Spald- 
ing,’ is of special interest as all the candidates 
on that occasion were adults. 

I gladly take this opportunity of once more 
thanking several kind friends for sending me 
either printed or manuscript reports of sermons 
and addresses. 

DW 
ELy, 


Feast of St. Augustine of Hippo, 
IgIt. 
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AGRICULTURE! 


“Look not every man on his own things, but every man 
also on the things of others.” —PHILIPPIANS II. 4. 
Or, New Version :— 
“ Not looking each of you to his own things, but each of 
you also to the things of others.” 


THE meeting of the Royal Agricultural Society 
of England at Lincoln seems to me to be most 
appropriate and full of hopeful suggestions. Let 
me, on behalf of our ancient city, our county and 
diocese, offer most cordial welcome to all who 
have honoured us with their presence. 

The history of agriculture would take us back 
to the first germs of our social life. We can 
hardly contemplate its first beginnings ; it seems 
so far away, and so different from our present 
circumstances. 

Its first attempts would seem to have been 


1 Preached before the Mayor and Corporation of Lincoln at 
St. Peter-at-Arches Church, on the occasion of the Royal Agri- 


cultural Society’s visit to Lincoln. Sunday, 23rd June, 1907. 
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trolling the secret forces of nature, and making 
them subservient to man’s needs.~ The applica- 
tion of machinery to agriculture has been a new 
revelation of the possibilities of our modern life. 
The introduction of machinery has not only 
lifted up the results of agriculture beyond the im- 
agination of former years, turning the wool of 
the sheepfolds into the cloth of the factories ; but 
the introduction of machinery has raised beyond 
all expectation the power and sovereignty of 
man. Time and space seem to be almost ob- 
literated. A writer in the middle of the 
eighteenth century has told us that a broad- 
wheeled waggon, attended by two men, and 
drawn by eight horses, in about six weeks’ time 
carries and brings back between London and 
Edinburgh near four tons weight of goods. 
What would the writer think of our present rail- 
way system? 

As machinery saves time, so it also relieves 
man from much of the lower drudgery of his 
work. It is a triumph of mind over matter, and 
gives to man the strength of many horses, and 
enables one man to do the work of many men. 
Here in Lincoln we can see something of the 
progress that has gone on in the two great spheres 
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of modern wealth, in agriculture and in the appli- 
cation of machinery to industrial life. If we go 
back in our minds to the conditions of this great 
county before the Fens were drained and the 
roads made, when the sheep and the wool were 
the chief sources of wealth, we can see what pro- 
gress has been made. It may seem invidious to 
mention individual names, but we believe that we 
have had, and still have, in Lincolnshire men 
who have helped forward the condition of agri- 
culture beyond the limits of our own county. 
The Earl of Yarborough, the universally re- 
spected Lord President of this year’s show, Sir 
John Thorold, Mr. Sutton Nelthorpe, are names 
which will occur to all at once. Besides these 
there are the Duddings, the Deans, the Caswells, 
the Wrights, and many others whose labours 
have been a boon throughout all England and 
beyond. Andhere, too, in Lincoln, if anywhere, 
we can see the mysterious powers of machinery 
coming to the assistance of the labourers on the 
land. What a wonderful unforeseen progress 
there has been! Who would have thought a 
hundred years ago that Lincoln would be send- 
ing machinery into all parts of England and 
Europe, into Africa and Egypt! The names of 
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Clayton and Shuttleworth, Ruston and Procter, 
and Robey are known far beyond this county 
and kingdom. Surely the meeting of the Royal 
Agricultural Show at Lincoln is very opportune, 
and offers many suggestions. 

It should give us faith in the unapparent 
capabilities which are still concealed both in the 
forces of nature and in man. 

When we look at the progress that has been 
made in railways and steamships, in telegraph 
and telephones, and in machinery of all kinds, 
who can say what improvements may not yet be 
in store for us? Buta few years ago we looked 
upon iron and coal and water and steam and 
electricity, without seeing the capabilities that lay 
hid beneath the surface. May we not say the 
same of the latent capabilities in man? It is not 
a hundred years since the railway system was 
commenced, but what a fine body of men it has 
produced throughout the land. Our railway 
servants are a strong, intelligent, sober, honest, 
obliging body of men. 

In many places there is room for improvement 
in the houses of the poorer classes, both in town 
and country. Physically, intellectually, morally, 
spiritually, there is room for development. Great 
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as our progress has been, there are yet grounds 
to justify our looking for, and hoping for, still 
greater perfection. Let me repeat it, the pro- 
gress which we see to-day in Lincoln in agri- 
culture and in machinery should lead us to a 
firmer faith in the still unapparent capabilities of 
the people. 

There is another lesson that I should like 
to draw from our meeting here to-day, and that 
is the importance of the due observance of the 
Law of Relation. We might call it the law of 
mutual assistance. Man only reaches his full 
perfection by living in union with his fellow-men. 
We are really members of one body, and are in- 
tended to help one another. The meeting of the 
Royal Agricultural Society in Lincoln is an illus- 
tration of this law. Agriculture and machinery 
stimulate the progress of each other by mutual 
assistance. The very motto of the Royal 
Agricultural Society is an example of the same 
law. ‘‘ Practice with Science,” that is the motto. 
Science, it has been said, seeks to know every- 
thing, but does nothing. It is the union of science 
with practice that advances both. 

This brings me, in conclusion, to the inner 
meaning and moral of my text. “ Not looking 
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each of you to his own things, but each of you 
also to the things of others.” 

Observe, this does not say that we should not 
look to our own things, i.e. attend to our own 
interests, but that we should look adso to the 
things of others. Each should endeavour to 
promote and perfect his own line of work or 
business, but not so as to forget the interests of 
others. The agricultural and manufacturing in- 
terests should be considered together. Agricul- 
ture and manufactures lead on to foreign trade. 
Machinery helps agriculture in our own fields at 
home, but machinery in our railways and steam- 
ships brings fresh meat and ripe fruit into our 
home markets from the other side of the world. 
The relations of the two interests become intricate, 
and require consideration and equitable adjust- 
ment. ‘The spirit of our text is what is required, 
that is the spirit of mutual consideration, to look 
on one’s own things, so as to perfect the work 
entrusted to one’s care, and to look also on the 
things of others that we may keep from unjust 
monopoly and selfishness, endeavouring so to 
perfect each as to contribute to the good of all. 
The object of all shows, or exhibitions, is the 
exhibition of zdea/s. They show a possibility of 
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excellence which, without such shows, many 
would neversee. We trust that the Royal Show 
to be held in Lincoln this week will raise the 
standard of excellence both in the minds of those 
who are engaged in agricultural pursuits, and in 
those who look for still further discoveries in the 
mysteries of machinery. To both of these we 
heartily wish ‘‘ God speed,” that, working together 
with mutual consideration, the result may be the 
betterment of all classes of society. For this 
surely is the only way to find true happiness, 
whether we are rich or poor, to love God, and, 
in God, to love one another. This is the great 
lesson we need in this hurrying business age— 
to remember God and to be considerate and 
think of others; to look on our own things, but 
to look aéso on the things of others. 

And now, brethren, let me put you to an 
immediate test. The Royal Agricultural Society 
is also a benevolent institution for the relief of 
farmers, their wives, widows, and unmarried 
orphan daughters. On their behalf the collection 
will now be made. You know the sad vicissi- 
tudes which sometimes follow the agricultural life. 
There have been, I fear there still are, cases of 
real distress amongst honest, industrious, honour- 
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able people, on. whom misfortune has fallen 
without any fault of theirs. On behalf of such 
we ask for your help this morning. ‘“ Be merci- 
ful after thy power. If thou hast much give 
plenteously. If thou hast little do thy diligence 
gladly to give of that little, for so gatherest thou 
to thyself a good reward in the day of necessity.” 


if 
PEHURCH BELLS. 


‘“‘ And bells of gold between them round about.”—Exopus 
XXVIII. 33. 


Ir is not necessary to find a text for everything 
in the Bible, asa rule of life: there must be some 
things we must take for granted; at the same 
time we shall find a great many rules laid down 
for us. Still we must not expect to find a rule 
for everything: a child, for instance, must not be 
told every little thing by its parents ; it does not 
go to them each moment to ask what it is to do 
next; we should think it weak if it did. So in 
the same way the Bible does not tell us when to 
take a walk, it does tell us however not to sit in 
the seat of the scornful, not to stand in the way 
of sinners, not to idle about at the street corners. 
So it is, we need not and cannot find a text for 
everything. But here we have something about 


1 Preached at the dedication of the bells at Scothorne, near 


Lincoln. 20th December, 1887. 
II 
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bells. God told Moses to have bells of gold 
made. They were to be round about the High 
Priest's garments. Of course they were not 
large bells—that would be too extravagant— 
would cost too much, and God is not exacting. 

The silver trumpets, to call the people to 
worship, were large, so they were of silver, a 
less costly metal, but still precious. God would 
have us give our very dest to Him, that was 
what the gold meant—something precious to us. 
All that is given to God should be of our very 
best ; everything we put in God’s house should 
be as beautiful as possible; nothing can be 
too good for it. 

So here the people had given of their best, it 
need not be of gold, it was their des¢, and God 
loved to have it so; even those pleasant social 
gatherings—all are helping to produce the best 
possible to give to God, and. He is no man’s 
debtor. He always gives a blessing back, nay, 
He gives a double blessing. 

Not that we should give with a view to obtain 
from Him a blessing, but so it is—God will be 
no man’s debtor. 

Thus the bells were to be of prveczous gold, the 
best. ‘Then there was a reason for their ringing 
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—they were to sound when the High Priest went 
alone once a year into the Holy of Holies, “lest 
he die”. The people outside would hear them 
ringing, and would know that the High Priest 
was still alive, for God can strike people dead 
for irreverence ; Uzzah we know put forth his 
hand to touch the ark, he did it out of curiosity 
and irreverently, and he was struck dead. So 
these bells are to show us reverence, that rever- 
ence we should feel in God’s house. All in it 
should be beautiful, and we should be reverent, 
for God’s presence is there. The services are a 
type of the Incarnation—God and man—we 
unite our prayers with Christ’s. So now we 
have learnt that the bells were of gold to show 
that all we offer to God should be precious, they 
were to sound Zest he die, to teach us reverence. 

Now let us try to learn something from their 
position. The first verse of the beautiful hymn 
we sang to-day tells us— 

Hung aloft within the steeple, 
Now our bells are set on high, 


To fulfil their daily mission 
Midway ’twixt the earth and sky. 


That is what renders their music so touching, 
it is above, and comes down to us. All music 
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has some power in it, even a German band, if it 
is a good one ; a piece well played at a concert, 
how much it charms people ; it may be a song, an 
old favourite, you turn and see every one looking 
at the singer, tears in many eyes—the song brings 
back recollections to them. And that is earthly 
music. Bells are more than this ; sounding out 
‘twixt the earth and sky,” they call us upward, 
and lead us to think of heaven. 

Dear people, I should like you to think of them, 
if you will, as the you-szde music, that is telling 
us of heaven—never so far away from us—and 
of those who have gone to it—some we have 
loved, perhaps. It is only, as it were, a step. 
Or think perhaps of that one who, as in a dream, 
walked round and round, round and round that 
hollow and could find no outlet, so he lay him- 
self down in the snow to sleep, and passed in one 
moment, as it were, from the trials of a despised 
priesthood to see his Master face to face.1 That 
is it; think of it as you-sede music, telling us of 
heaven. Then when we come to the inscriptions 


‘The reference is to Rev. A. H. Maconochie, who died 15th 
December, 1887. He had been staying with Bishop Chinnery- 
Haldane, being ill at the time. He lost his way, when out 
walking alone, near Kinloch, and was found dead in the snow. 
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on these bells we find that they too teach us 
lessons. 

The first is “Glory to God”. That will be 
the first bell to sound, and it is right that it 
should be so—not to the credit of the people of 
Scothorne that they have got their bells, so that 
they may be like other villages—no, not to the 
credit of Scothorne but to the glory of God. 
They will ring out in the morning calling you to 
church—all can’t come but some can, and those 
who can't may be trying to do something to the 
glory of God—their labour, their work. Yes, the 
man may go out to his work in the early morning 
to the glory of God and hear the bells ring- 
ing; another following the plough, and that too 
should be to the glory of God, not swearing at 
the horses, nor using bad language if a root or a 
stone comes under the plough, for that would not 
be to the glory of God. And the mother at 
home, she may not be able to come, she has the 
cooking and the housework to attend to, but 
still she may be doing it to the glory of God, not 
shaking the little children, as if they were a sieve 
(as if the shaking could possibly shake the temper 
out of them), that won’t be to the glory of God. 
Why, Christ took the little children up in His arms 
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and blessed them. No swearing at the horses, 
and no shaking the children, for that’s not to the 
glory of God. All can’t come, but some might— 
the aged, the sick, the sick at heart; others on 
some special days, e.g. confirmation ; on the anni- 
versary of marriage or of the death of some loved 
one, it will be a help to you to come—all honest 
work is a help. Then there is the rest-day: 
“Six days shalt thou labour,” but remember to 
keep holy the Sabbath Day; all might come 
then to the glory of God. 

Then the second bell naturally follows on to 
the first. ‘Peace on earth,” or peace to men, 
that was the angels’ message—‘‘ Glory to God in 
the highest, on earth peace”. You will soon hear 
that sounding out, the bells from your own 
church tower on Christmas morning will remind 
you of it—of the angels’ song—“ Peace on earth”. 
Ah, I hope there has been no dissensions, no 
quarrels! At any rate let all be made up, shake 
hands, and let all quarrels be buried with the old 
year. 

The ¢hzrd is, “ The living I call”. Think of 
this on Sunday mornings. Each Sunday reminds 
us of Easter Day. On that day the bells ring. 
Why? Because they would tell us, “ The Lord is 
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risen!” The Lord is risen: but. what has that 
to do with us? Why then He must have been 
buried. Why? Because Hedied. How? Be- 
cause He was crucified. What for? For our 
sins: for me, so I ought to come to His 
house. He died for me. ‘The living I call” 
the bells ring out all through the land every 
Sunday. 

There must be no silent steeples! Suppose a 
man who had grown up from childhood amongst 
all the toil and smoke of a large manufacturing 
town where he worked and laboured, on and 
on, never ceasing; at last earning enough to 
ask someone he loved best to share it with him 
and to be his wife. How he would love that 
dark grimy town, and he would watch the smoke 
rolling out of those tall chimneys, the country 
round lit up with the glare of the furnaces and 
darkened by the smoke—why? Because it would 
tell him of all the work going on there, steady 
honest work. Then he goes away for a time, 
and settles down somewhere else, prospers, and 
sees his children growing up around him, and in 
time he thinks he would like once more to see 
that town. But what has happened? No smoke 


is coming from those chimneys! no glow from 
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the furnace! Ah, that shows there is no work, 
no toil, no labour ! 

So it is that silent steeples are like those 
smokeless chimneys: we must kindle the fire of 
zeal for God, and earnestness in work through- 
out the land, there must be no _ smokeless 
chimneys and no silent steeples. 

Then, there are the wedding-bells, joy-bells. 
Nothing is more beautiful than honest love ; well 
may the bells ring out for this! Christ thought 
it worth while to work His first miracle in order 
that there should be nothing to spoil the happi- 
ness of that village wedding in Cana of Galilee. 
Just a simple lad and lass with friends, and He 
was asked to the marriage. 

Ah, but it should be a vzgh¢ marriage, not just 
because it #ust be, or Christ cannot be there. 

Now who will be the first in this village for 
whom the new bells, the wedding-bells, shall ring ? 
Let it be for 42m the manly, honest, true, and 
for er the bright and honest: then will come 
the keeping house, seeing other young friends, 
the children, comparing of their ages, and so 
on. Yes, but it is a great mystery, and it 
“signifies the union betwixt Christ and His 
Church”. See then that none of you approach 
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it lightly, that all are worthy of the wedding 
bells. 

Soon the bells will ring out for Christmas to 
call you to God’s house to think of Him, the 
little Child, born in a manger, yet so high and 
great. ‘‘O come let us adore Him,” and try to 
think of Him as equal with God. “In the begin- 
ning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.” Yet ‘The Word was 
flesh and dwelt among us”. That was it. “O 
come let us adore Him, worship, fall down and 
kneel.” Beforewhom? ‘The Lord our Maker,” 
yet who came down to earth and was born a 
helpless babe and laid in a manger—not too 
grand to come to every village Altar, to enter 
even every working man’s heart. ‘‘O come let 
us adore Him,” seek Him on Christmas morn- 
ing at His Holy Table, let us kneel before the 
Lord our Maker. 

But the bells, besides calling to the living on 
Sundays “The Lord is Risen’”—the wedding- 
bells, the joy-bells have sometimes sad voices, i.e. 
“ The dead I mourn”. For whom will these new 
bells first toll? Someone must be the first—who 
will it be? No onecan tell. Wesay, “Ah, there 


is so and so, he’s getting on, he’s old, it may be 
2 
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for him ”—yes, past the three-score and ten. And 
you may be right, dear people. But why not think 
of ourselves? Wecannot tell—’tis not always the 
oldest that God calls first. Look at the distress 
in another country just now—the head, an old, 
old man, long past the three-score and ten, his 
son the Crown Prince,’ only a few months ago 
taking part in that magnificent Jubilee procession 
in splendid uniform, so fine, so tall, and yet so 
modest, the admired of all beholders—and now 
struck by a mortal disease and slowly dying, un- 
less almost a miracle saves him. Who could 
have thought it? So God sends us warnings. 
Let us all watch and be ready. 

The Fourth bell is St. Germain, the patron 
saint of yourchurch. He lived inthe fifth century, 
and strove long and well for the right doctrine 
of sacramental grace. People were neglecting 
the sacraments, they thought they could get on 
well enough without them. Oh! but they 
couldn't; no more can we. Christ is ever 
pleading for us, all prayer must be offered in 
union with His great sacrifice. You know we 
end our prayers ‘‘ through Jesus Christ our Lord,” 
thus we plead’ His Name, He is our mediator, 


1 Prince Frederick of Germany. 


CHURCH BELLS 21 


we cannot standalone. We must be strengthened 
by prayer and all the means of grace, and above 
all by the Holy Sacrament for the grace of which 
St. Germain strove. 

Now we have come to our last bell. 

The F2fth, or Jubilee bell. Why should we 
have in our churches a Jubilee bell, they've 
nothing to do with the state, have they? It 
sounds strange, doesn’t it sound strange? No, 
dear people, it is to remind us, when we have 
celebrated this year throughout the length and 
breadth of the land, the Jubilee of our Queen, 
that the greatness is not due to our Navy or 
our Army, nor our commerce, but to God. It 
is to prevent us, when we look round and see the 
enormous size of this grand Empire, from being 
proud of ourselves as a nation. For if God has 
lifted us up He can also cast us down. Look at 
the Old Testament nations, where are they now? 
Most of them perished, and not even a trace 
remains. Let us give God the thanks for all 
our greatness, and then, O, dear people, you have 
given freely, given of your best to God, and will 
you not give yourselves, body, soul and spirit— 
your will and your heart—a Christmas gift, nay, 
if you will, a dcrthday gift to Christ your Saviour ? 


ITI. 
WORSHIP.! 


“They rest not day and night, saying, Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to 
come.”—REVELATION Iv. 8. 


Very beautiful, very wonderful! But have not 
most of us, when we have heard that passage 
read, almost had the heart taken out of us : and 
has it not been our second thought, if not our 
first—‘‘ Well, how shall I ever be fit for that? 
If that is heaven, how can I ever get ready for 
it—for that place where ‘they rest not day and 
night, saying Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God 
Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come’?” 
It takes the heart out of us, because it seems so 
high. And yet we may be quite sure, as God 
is our Father, that He does not mean to take 
the heart out of us, any more than any earthly 
father would say anything really to take the 


1A sermon preached at the re-opening of All Saints Church, 
Beckingham. 20th February, 1888. 
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heart out of the child he loves. It cannot be 
meant to take the heart out of us, if only we see 
it in the right way. Let me try, very simply, to 
show you in part the way in which we may look 
at it. It is—is it not?—one of those pictures, 
so to say, of the worship of Heaven, which, 
please God, some day, by God’s grace, we shall 
take part in. Let me just arrest your attention, 
then, for a little time, and fix it upon two points, 
which seem to me to go to make up the condition 
of the soul, the frame of mind, the spiritual state, 
which is necessary, if we are to take part in this 
worship. What does this worship consist of? 
Well, one thing is this—it consists of the spirit 
of self-devotion and self-sacrifice. You will see 
that, I think, pretty clearly, if you just call to 
mind what it says about casting their crowns 
before the Throne. That is what they do— 
they fall down, and cast their crowns before the 
Throne. It is an act of self-devotion, an act of 
self-sacrifice—the yielding up of self. Now, dear 
friends, how can we in any sort of way begin to 
prepare to have that spirit of self-sacrifice and 
self-devotion, which makes up in part this spirit 
of worship? If you ask me, what do you mean 
by this self-sacrifice, this self-devotion? I say 
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that it means the dedication or the giving up of 
what we have to Almighty God; the dedication 
of what we do—our condition in life ; and the 
dedication of what we are. This is to be the 
spirit of self-sacrifice which we are to cherish, by 
God’s help ; there must be this casting down of 
the golden crowns before the Throne. When we 
talk of giving, people at once think we mean 
money ; though that is only one thing. Ah, but 
I believe, from my heart of hearts, that the 
angels do delight to see copper in the plate, as 
much as, and sometimes more than, the silver 
and the gold, because it is given, as they know, 
out of little—it is an act of self-devotion, of self- 
sacrifice. Just as the Blessed Saviour said that 
the widow’s mite was a bigger gift in the sight 
of God than all the wealth which the rich ones 
had poured into the treasury; so in our little 
Lincolnshire villages, angels, and the Saviour, 
too, reckon up and know and value highly, 
according to the standard of Heaven, the coppers 
that are put into the bag or plate, as an act of 
self-devotion,—giving as far as one can, casting 
the crown before the Throne. But money is 
only one thing. Some people have strength 
and health, and these may say, “I'll try and do 
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something for God with my strength and health ”. 
You know, a man can dedicate his strength 
either for God or against God. There was 
Goliath—he was a strong man, but he used his 
strength to defy God; and there was Sansom, 
also a strong man, who used his strength on the 
side of God. Anda young man that is strong 
and feels the tide of life rising in his veins, that 
knows all the wild joy of living, that is looked up 
to and admired by his companions in the village 
in which he lives—he may be a Goliath, and lead 
people, attracting them by his great strength, to 
defy and blaspheme God, and make the younger 
ones think it a fine thing to swear, a fine thing 
to drink, a fine thing not to go to Church, a 
fine thing to be rude—a strong young man may 
either, like Goliath, flout God in the face, or he 
may, like Samson, fight the Lord’s battles, and 
show everyone in the village that it is not a 
cowardly thing to come to Church, that he is 
‘not ashamed to kneel and bow down before 
Almighty God, or to be kindly, and tender, and 
gentle to men and women, and to little children. 
A young man that has great strength may 
make that his gift. He knows he is looked up 
to for it. He may either set an example of 
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defiance against God, or he may begin to cast 
his golden crown before the Throne, and cherish 
in his heart the spirit of worship, of self-sacrifice, 
and of self-devotion. 

And so it is in other ways. Some may, per- 
haps, have a good voice. Well, every one, | 
think, or almost every one, loves the sound of 
song. Some people, I believe, have no ear for 
music, and it is a great trial, as we say. God 
has set the birds in the heaven to sing by the 
poor man’s cottage just as sweetly as by the rich 
man’s door, and to sing along the hedgerows to 
cheer the poor man at his work. Why? Be- 
cause He would have us love song. Songs are 
sung in heaven, and we should begin to cultivate 
the gift of music here. . Yes, but you know very 
well that a young man who has the gift of song 
in him may either sing on the side of God, or 
sing the songs of Satan. It is a very winning, 
a very alluring thing is music. If he is found 
with his song-singing in the public-house, he 
will soon get a gathering around him: but he 
will then sing on the side of Satan, and not on 
the side of God. No, let him resolve—Never 
will I sing where there is bad language or excess 
of drinking : never will I do the devil’s work by 
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charging the charm of my song with words which 
will bring evil thoughts or excite low passions : 
never will, I charge my song with this kind of 
poison : God has given me the gift of song, and, 
if they will have me, I will sing in the village 
choir the praises of God ; I will sing at home, 
and I will sing in innocent society ; I will sing 
where there is simple, honest, Christian mirth— 
there will I sing where nobody is ashamed to 
think of God, and where people deny God there 
will I be dumb. A man or woman who has the 
gift of song, and uses it on the side of God, is 
beginning to give Him that which he or she has 
—is beginning to cast down the golden crown be- 
fore the Throne, beginning to practise the spirit of 
self-sacrifice and self-devotion. I say, then, we 
have all different gifts, but whatever we feel our 
gift to be, if we are training for the worship of 
heaven, we should take care to give it to God, 
to use it on the side of God. Then, again, we 
may think of this self-sacrifice in the sense of de- 
voting, not on what we have, but what we do— 
devoting to God, I mean, the condition of our 
life. Itshould beso, whatever our circumstances 
are. What our condition is should be made an 
act of devotion, an offering to God. That is the 
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way St. Paul spoke, and the way St. Peter 
spoke: it is the way of the Bible, There must, 
then, be the spirit of unselfishness. And what 
shall I say next? The spirit of kindness. And 
what shall I say next? The spirit of gentleness. 
And what shall I say next? The spirit of cheer- 
fulness. And with what shall I bind it all up, 
but with the golden band of love. All these 
may be cultivated and cherished, even under the 
simplest possible circumstances. Our earthly 
estimate of a person possessing gifts and graces 
such as these is that he or she is invaluable. 
How much greater, then, is the estimate which 
God places upon such characters! Does it not 
seem to you sometimes, that God too soon re- 
moves such persons from our midst? Yet we 
may venture to say almost, without irreverence, 
that God could not let them stop here any longer 
—He must have them to sing in heaven. 

It gives me much pleasure to come amongst 
you to-day, for the Church is a place in which 
we learn of these things, in which we can take a 
heavenly view of things, and where we get things 
weighed, as it were, by the standard which God 
holds in His hands. I venture to say that I en- 
joy a church opening or a church gathering on a 
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wet day very often more than I do on fine ones ; 
because, as a rule, it is the most earnest people 
who come out to church on a wet day. The col- 
lection may not be so large, but there is a feel- 
ing of devotion, a consciousness of people being 
around you in Church who are in earnest, who 
have been doing something to discipline them- 
selves. We rejoice with you to-day and thank 
those who have given of their gifts, and dedicated 
them to God, that this Church should be made 
more beautiful : and we ask you of this parish 
to show your gratitude and thankfulness by 
adorning yourselves with personal holiness, and 
taking your part in intensifying the value of 
worship in the church by the standard of holiness 
in your own separate lives which, by God's 
grace, you may attain to. So in one little village 
in Lincolnshire and in another, in one little 
cottage and in another, shall there be husbands, 
and wives, and children, masters and servants, 
trained down here on earth and made ready to 
take their part with the saints of old, and with 
angels and archangels, in the worship of heaven, 
casting themselves down before the Throne in 
adoration, and taking up the hymn, “ Holy, 
Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, 
and is, and is to come”. 


IV. 
THANKSGIVING* 


‘‘T will extol Thee, my God, O King, and I will bless Thy 
Name for ever and ever. Every day will I bless Thee, 
and I will praise Thy Name for ever and ever.” —PsaLM 
CXLV. I, 2. 


“To-pay will I praise Thee; yea, O Lord, both 
to-day and all the days of my life.” 

So did Bishop Andrews apply the first two 
verses of the 145th Psalm to himself; and let us, 
dear friends, do the same for ourselves to-day. 
For it is a great occasion that has brought us to- 
gether this afternoon. There is good reason that 
we should give thanks, and that we should pledge 
ourselves to some good resolution. If we make 
the words of our text our own to-day, we shall 
do this. Hear again what the Psalmist says, 
“T will extol Thee, my God, O King, and I will 

*Preached in the Lincoln Cathedral, at the special service of 
Thanksgiving after the cessation of the typhoid epidemic in the 
City. June, 1905. 
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bless Thy Name for ever and ever. Every day 
will I bless Thee, om I will praise Thy Name 
for ever and ever.’ 

To give praise to God is the natural expression 
of all creation. ‘All Thy works praise Thee, 
O Lord.” ‘The heavens declare the glory of 
God, and the firmament showeth His handy 
work.” ‘Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
glory and honour, and power; for Thou hast 
created all things, and for Thy pleasure they are 
and were created.” To give praise and glory to 
the Creator is the reasonable aim and end of all 
created intelligence. ‘O, praise the Lord ye 
angels of His; ... ye servants of His that do 
His pleasure.” ‘‘ Let all the angels of God wor- 
ship Him.” As Christian men and women, at 
all times and in all places our bounden duty 
and service is to offer to Him the sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving for our Cveatzon, 
Redemption, Salvation, and for the hope of 
glory. 

If we were gathered here to-day under ordinary 
circumstances as Christian men and women, if 
we remembered what God has done for us, for 
our souls and bodies, our natural cry would be, 
“© that men would praise the Lord for His 
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goodness, and declare the wonders that He doeth 
for the children of men”. 

But, brethren, we are not gathered here to-day 
under ordinary circumstances. This is a special 
service of praise and thanksgiving that the citizens 
of Lincoln desire to unite in and to offer to 
Almighty God. 

We have been visited with an unusual and 
heavy affliction. For six months a heavy cloud 
has hung over our city, the Hand of the Lord has 
been laid upon us. An epidemic of unusual 
severity visited us. A thousand and twenty- 
three persons of all ages have been stricken with 
the sickness. One hundred and twenty-one have 
been taken away from amongst us. Great suffer- 
ing, great losses have been endured. Families 
have been broken up. In some cases the father 
has been taken, in other cases the mother, and 
in some cases both. At last the cloud has been 
lifted. It was not lifted all at once. We shall 
not, I hope, forget those weeks of anxiety when 
the number of cases were increasing, or those 
weeks of disappointment when, after somewhat 
abating, the evil waters seemed to be returning, 
we knew not with what renewed violence. Dur- 
ing the last six months we have passed through 
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many moments of unusual tension and anxiety 
for individuals and families, and for the City 
itself, and we could not tell how long the storm 
would last, or with what new violence it might 
rage. 

But now, thank God, the cloud has lifted, and 
God has let the light of His loving countenance 
shine out upon us again. Truly we are gathered 
here to-day under no ordinary circumstances. 
We have good reason to thank God for His 
goodness towards us. We ought to give Him 
thanks and to praise His holy Name. We ought 
to settle upon some good resolution which shall 
make our lives more in accordance with His will. 
Some of you, perhaps, have yourselves passed 
under the cold shadow, and felt the fear of death 
as you never have felt it before. Now your life 
is given back to you again, and you can say with 
trustful thankfulness, ‘‘I shall not die, but live”. 
Thank God for His goodness, and let the whole 
of the verse be yours also, and say, “I shall not 
die, but live : and declare the works of the Lord”. 
Go home to your friends and tell them how great 
things God has done for you. Others there will 
be among us who have not been ill themselves, 


but who will be hardly less thankful for the 
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recovery of those whose lives were dearer than 
their own; and there will be others on whose 
homes the shadow of sickness did not fall, but 
who will feel that they might now have been 
reckoned amongst the broken-hearted and the 
most desolate, had it not been for the protecting 
hand of the Almighty ; and once more, there is 
not one of us here this afternoon who might not 
have been called to give his or her account as 
well as others, and we can give no reason why 
we have been spared, except the mercy and the 
love of God. Surely for us all the words of the 
text express the feelings of our hearts, “I will 
praise Thy Name for ever and ever”; or as 
Bishop Andrews applies it to himself, ‘“ to-day 
will I praise thee; yea, O Lord, both to-day and 
all the days of my life”. 

But then, how difficult a thing it is to be 
thankful; how small a place in our daily prayers 
is given as a rule to thanksgiving ; although 


New every morning is the love 
Our wakening and uprising prove ; 


although 


New mercies each returning day 
Hover round us while we pray. 


[ why is it difficult to be thankful? If we feel 
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to-day that we ought to be thankful, and if we 
know that hitherto thanksgiving has formed too 
small a part of our devotions, what is wanted in 
order that we may do better for the future, what 
is the preparation of the heart that we shall need 
in order that we may be able to praise? al 

(( }-Brethsen, before praise there must be penitence. } 
‘“‘ Praise is not seemly in the mouth of sinners.” 
Sin, unrepented sin, is the great hindrance to 
praise. Let this be our first consideration, if we 
resolve to-day that for the remainder of our lives 
we must praise and thank the Lord for His 
goodness. Let us resolve, with God’s help, to 
cease from all wilful sin. Let us think what 
would have troubled us most if we had been 
called during these last months to render up the 
account of our lives; and let us, by God’s help, 
put that right, whatever it may be. Penitence _} 
must come before praise. 

(2) But then we may still ask the question, Why} 
is it hard to be thankful? Why do weeven find 
it hard to express our thanks for a kindness that 
we have received? Why is it even difficult to 
say ‘thank you”? I believe the cause of our 
difficulty is our pride; we do not like to seem to 


be dependent upon any one; we like to assert 
3 * 
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our independence and to claim what we have as 
our right. This discloses our second need. If 
we desire to-day to be thankful and to praise, 
first we need penitence, and secondly humility. 
We must acknowledge our dependence upon 
God ; we must fall down and worship Him. 

This is the essence of the resolution which 
I desire that we should all make to-day, that we 
should be penitent for the past and acknowledge 
our dependence upon God now and for the days 
that may remain. Then we shall be able to say, 
“JT will praise Thy Name for ever and ever, 
to-day will I praise Thee; yea, O Lord, both 
to-day and all] the days of my life”. 

When our hearts are prepared by penitence 
and humility we shall easily find abundant cause 
for praise. All that we shall then require will be 
more reverent attention, more attention to guard 
against the hurry of our modern life by which we 
are pushed forward, trampling under our feet 
flowers and insects and myriads of mysteries on 
all sides. Let it be part of our resolution to-day 
to pay more attention to what we are and what 
we have, to look above us and beneath us and 
around us and within us, to look more attentively 
and more reverently, because we-acknowledge 
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to-day that all which we have is from God, that 
“In Him we live and move and have our being”. 
If we do this we shall find abundant cause for 
thankfulness and praise “both to-day and every 
day and all the days of our life”. 

Let this be the resolution of each one of us to- 
day, ‘“‘God helping me, I will think more care- 
fully and reverently about myself, my creation, 
my preservation, and my redemption”. I will 
thank God for my being, for the gift of my life. 
What does it mean? What is it for? For 
what purpose was I made? What might life 
lead to? 

I will thank Him for the pleasures given me | 
through my senses, for the glory of the thunder, 
for the mystery of music, the singing of birds and 
the laughter of children. I will thank Him for 
the pleasures of seeing, for the delights through 
colour, for the awe of the sunset, the beauty of 
flowers, the smile of friendship and the look of 
love; for the changing beauty of the clouds, for 
the wild roses in the hedges, for the form and 
the beauty of birds, for the leaves on the trees 
in spring and autumn, for the witness of the leaf- 
less trees through the winter, teaching us that 
death is sleep and not destruction, for the sweet- 
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ness of flowers and the scent of hay. Truly, O 


Mabe the earth is full of thy riches! 


And yet how much more I will thank and 
praise God for the strength of my body enab- 
ling me to work, for the refreshment of sleep, 
for my daily bread, for the days of painless health, 
for the gift of my mind and the gift of my con- 
science, for His loving guidance of my mind ever 
since it first began to think, and of my heart ever 
since it first began to love. Oh, from what un- 
known errors has He guarded me, from what be- 
ginnings of sins has He kept me back. I will 
praise Him for my family, my father and my 
mother, my brothers and sisters, my home, for 
my husband, for my wife, for the kindness of 


| servants, and the love of children. 
-~ These are but a few things we can call to 


mind instantly when we think attentively and 
reverently of our creation and preservation and 
of the blessings of this life, but what shall we 
say when we think of our redemption and of the 
hope of the life to come? _) 

“What does it mean? That I am in the king- 
dom of heaven, that I am a member of Christ 
and a child of God, that Christ loved me and 
gave Himself for me, that there is pardon for 
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all my sins, that I have the means of grace and 
the hope of glory. What can I say to all this 
but “Praise the Lord, O my soul: and forget 
not all His benefits. Who forgiveth all thy sin, 
and healeth all thine infirmities : Who saveth thy 
life from destruction: and crowneth thee with y, 
mercy and loving-kindness.” 

Let us resolve, then, dear brethren, as indivi- 
dual citizens, to try from this day to show with 
a renewed energy that Lincoln is a city that 
acknowledges and worships God. Let us ask 
Him quickly to forgive us when we do wrong, 
and thank Him and praise Him when He gives 
us the power todo right. Let us resolve each of 
us to make the text our own to-day. ‘I will ex- 
tol Thee, my God, O King, and I will bless Thy 
Name for ever and ever. Every day will I 
bless Thee ; and I will praise Thy Name for ever 
and ever.” To-day will I praise Thee, O Lord, 
both to-day and all the days of my life. 


N; 
THE OLD TESTAMENT? 


“The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ.” 
—GALATIANS III. 24. 


In the Collect which our Prayer Book has pro- 
vided for St. Thomas’ Day, we thank God that 
for the more confirmation of the faith, one of the 
Apostles, St. Thomas, was allowed to be doubt- 
ful of His Son’s resurrection. 

This is a very bold acknowledgment that 
‘‘God’s ways are not our ways”. 

He allowed one man to doubt for a time, in 
order that his faith might afterwards be settled 
all the more firmly, and that his doubting might 
be the means of confirming the faith of many 
others. 

‘“God’s ways are not our ways.” In our 
weakness, He shows His strength. He sends us 


1A sermon preached in Lincoln Cathedral. Sunday, 3rd 
January, 1892. 
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trouble, that we may find peace. He allows us 
to doubt, to strengthen our belief. Again and 
again has the valley of Achor become a door of 
hope. 

At the present time much is being said and 
written about the Old Testament. 

Even those daily newspapers which do not 
profess to be religious contain letters on this 
great subject. People can hardly help reading 
or hearing about it; and some, I fear, will be 
perplexed, while others may be tempted to make 
it an excuse for neglecting to read the older 
portion of the Old Book, as if it had no certain 
message to deliver. 

A single sermon is not the way in which so 
great a subject can be fairly dealt with; but 
there are a few thoughts connected with this im- 
portant matter which I desire now to offer for 
your consideration. 

I. First, I might ask, ‘Do we not deserve 
this trouble?” 

God’s law is, ‘‘to him that hath shall be 
given”. That is, God will help the man that 
does his best to help himself. 

Are we making that use of our Bible which 
we ought? 
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Do we read it ourselves as often as we might? 

Do we teach it at home to our children? 

Is it read in our Schools, and explained as 
we believe it ought to be? Or have we, through 
business and press of work, been too much 
occupied to read our Bibles? 

Is the old fashion of family reading of the 
Scriptures dying out? Has the old religious 
way of explaining the Book been forgotten, and 
a new way of treating it, like any other work of 
historical interest, been substituted for it? In 
a word, does our Bible and the Old Testament 
portion of it in particular, practically hold the 
place amongst us, which we know it ought to 
hold? If not; if God hears England's boast of 
a free and open Bible, if God has given men the 
skill to print, and means to circulate the Holy 
Scriptures, and yet sees the Bible shut and _for- 
gotten from day to day, and week to week : is it 
any wonder if, in very mercy, He has allowed us 
to be perplexed? Not (God forbid!) that He 
would allow men to snatch the Book at once 
from our hands, but, as I hope and wish, that 
He may draw our attention to it again ; that we 
may learn more surely what it is, and so be led 
to use it ourselves, and teach it to our children, 
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as we shall if we believe it to be the revelation 
of the Divine Will, God’s own Book, God’s 
account of His way of educating the world, His 
showing of the Way of Salvation for man. 

This, then, is the first point. Have we treated 
this great gift of God as we ought? If not, do 
we not deserve to lose it? Might He not justly 
take it away out of our hands ? 

II. Next: Have we, as Christians, any real 
ground to complain that we do not know what 
the lesson of the Old Testament is? 

It is easy to raise difficulties, and to ask 
questions which we cannot answer. 

We may ask, as we read the Book of Genesis, 
is God indifferent whether a man have more 
wives than one? Does He wish us to imitate 
the deceit of Jacob? or does He care for the 
blood of bulls and goats? 

These and such-like questions are easy to ask ; 
just as a child that is naughty may ask questions 
and say that it does not know why it is punished 
or what its father means ; and yet all the while, 
as is plain when the temper is passed away, it 
knows well enough, and so may we. We do 
know, perhaps not all our fathers knew, but 


quite enough. 
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If you would understand the Old Testament 
rightly, let me ask you to consider what the 
Saviour Himself has taught us in St. Luke xx1v. 
45, ‘ Then opened He their understanding, that 
they might understand the Scriptures”. He 
opened their minds. There was need then of 
supernatural help, and He gave it. He could 
well do so, for He knew His own Word, He 
knew its inner meaning, and He knew their 
minds. So it is now with the Book in which 
His words are written. We need supernatural 
help to understand it. And so we pray, in the 
Collect for the second Sunday in Advent, that 
we may in such wise hear, read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest those sacred writings, that we 
may embrace, and ever hold fast, the blessed 
hope of everlasting life which our God has given 
us in His blessed Son. 

Look again at St. Luke xxiv. 27, “ Beginning 
at Moses, and all the prophets, He expounded 
unto them in all the Scriptures the things con- 
cerning Himself”. And again, at the 44th verse, 
‘All things must be fulfilled which are written in 
the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the 
Psalms, concerning Me”. 

Here, then, is the great object of reading the 
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Bible! the great lesson we have to learn and to 
teach our children! the things concerning Christ. 
“Search the Scriptures,” * He says again, “for 
in them ye think,” and think rightly, “ye have 
eternal life: and they are they which testify of 
Me.” To search the Scriptures to find Christ. 
This is the way to read them. All other things 
which we may learn, without this, are learnt in 
vain. 

Thus the Law was our Schoolmaster to bring 
us to Christ. 

The Christian who knows Christ ought not to 
be puzzled. 

What do we know of Christ in the Law in 
the Prophets and in the Psalms ? 

Ah! when we see the way in which the Old 
Testament is quoted in the New, we feel how 
blind we must be if we cannot find Christ in it. 
“The New Testament lies hid in the Old; the 
Old is made plain in the New.”” Look at the 
tree of life in the midst of the Paradise of God. 
Consider the meaning of the Manna, the bread 
which came down from heaven, and sustained 
the people all the days of the years of their — 


1St. John V. 39. 2St. Augustine, 
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pilgrimage. Behold, again, the life-giving waters 
flowing from the smitten rock! 

Weigh well the types and sacrifices of the Law ; 
see the Brazen Serpent, raised high upon a pole, 
which, if any man that was bitten by a venomous 
serpent looked upon, he lived. The Paschal 
Lamb was such that if the blood of it was 
sprinkled upon the door, the destroyer passed by, 
and came not into any house which had on it 
this saving mark. 

Again, read in the 53rd chapter of Isaiah of 
the Man of Sorrows who was wounded for our 
transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities, on 
whom the Lord hath laid the iniquity of us all. 
“He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and 
as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he 
openeth not his mouth. Yet he shall divide the 
spoil with the strong; because he hath poured 
out his soul unto death.. When thou shalt make 
his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, 
he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the 
Lord shall prosper inhis hand. _ He shall see the 
travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied.” What 
have we here but things concerning the Lord 
Jesus Christ, His Passion, His Resurrection, and 
His glorious kingdom ? 
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Or consider for a moment the use which our 
Blessed Lord Himself made of the Psalter. 
How He died with its words upon His lips. 
“My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
Metab et thtte..  \ather, into Thy hands 
I commend My Spirit.”* And mark, in all the 
Scriptures of the Old Testament, the things con- 
cerning Him. Thus to see Christ in the Old 
Testament is to read it in the light of the New, 
in the light of the teaching of the early Christian 
Church, and of the Saviour Himself. ‘He 
opened their understandings that they might 
understand the things concerning Himself.” We 
know, then, what to look for; for the life of 
Christ, and the things concerning Him. We 
should feel after, and we shall find Christ in the 
Old Testament. 

But next, have we any real right to complain 
that we are left in the dark about the moral 
teaching of the old Book? We cannot say so. 

In the Volume of God’s works—this visible 
universe—there may be things that perplex 
people ; there were those who, when they saw 
the works of His hands, were driven to worship 
them; yet, on the whole, He has left His witness 


*Ps, XX. 1. 2See Ps. LXIX. 21. 3Ps, XXXI. 5. 
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in the visible universe. ‘“‘ For by it the invisible 
things of Him are clearly seen, being understood 
by the things that are made, even His eternal 
power and Godhead.”’ And not only His 
power, but by making His sun to rise upon the 
evil and on the good, and by sending rain on 
the just and on the unjust, He has given proof 
of His bounty and His mercy. 

So the Volume of God’s Word has its diffi- 
culties. But He has made it plain enough what 
the moral teaching of the Book is. Witness such 
passages as these: ‘‘He hath shewed thee, O 
man, what is good; and what doth the Lord 
require of thee, but to do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God”.? 
“For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and 
the knowledge of God more than burnt offer- 
ings.” * And “the just shall live by his faith”.+ 
‘Let us (then) hear the conclusion of the whole 
matter: Fear God, and keep His command- 
ments: for this is the whole duty. of man.”® 
The Ten Commandments, we know, are plain. 

What, then, is the moral standard offered to 
us in the Old Testament? We have already 


1 Rom. I. 20. 2 Micah vi. 8. 3 Hosea VI. 6. 
4 Habakkuk 11. 4. SE Ccles;( Mat 13. 
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seen that it is Justice, Mercy, Humility, Faith, 
Knowledge of God, Fear of God, the Love first 
of God, and secondly of man. 

Nor to us Christians can there be any doubt 
that this is the real conclusion to be drawn from 
the Laws of the Old Testament Code. For the 
Saviour Himself tells us what are the weightier 
matters of the Law. In St. Matthew’ we read 
Judgment, Mercy, and Faith; in St Luke? 
Judgment and the Love of God. And we know 
from Him what is the great commandment in the 
Law. ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind. This is the first and great command- 
ment. And the second is like unto it, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these 
two commandments hang all the Law and the 
Prophets.” * 

And so the concluding words of Ecclesiastes 
are to enjoin upon us the Love of God and the 
Love of man ; and are to the same effect as our 
Lord’s precept in St Matthew,* ‘‘ Whatsoever 
ye would that men should do to you, do ye even 
so to them: for this is the Law and the Prophets”. 

1XXIII, 23. 2x1, 42. 


3 St. Matt. XXII. 36-40. avin tz, 
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III. I have already asked you to consider two 
objects, with which we ought to read the Old 
Testament, first, to find Christ, and the things 
concerning Christ ; and, secondly, to learn God's 
Will for our own conduct, to see the moral 
teaching of the Book ; that is, in regard to our 
personal relations and personal life. 

I will mention a third, which is, to see how 
God regards the great nations of the world, who 
were outside the immediate scope of His Revela- 
tion: what hints there are to be found with regard 
to national life. 

You will find them grouped together in the 
prophecies of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel ;* 
and dealt with in marvellous form in the Book 
of the Prophet Daniel. 

There we learn first that God’s eye is over all. 
He saw when the men of Edom “stood in the 
crossway to cut off those of Judah that did 
escape,” “to the end that, in the day of retribu- 
tion, every one of the mount of Esau might be 
cut off by slaughter”. He saw the pride of 
Babylon, which said, “I shall be a lady for 
ever’’;* and of the Prince of Tyrus, whose 


Is, XIIL-XXIV. ; Jer. XLVI.-LI. ; Ez. XXV.-XXXIIL 
2 Obadiah ver. 9. MIsoXL Vins, 
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heart was lifted up; and he said, “I am a God, 
I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the 
seas’. And He had His own rewards and 
punishments for all of them. 

Secondly, His hand is over all. All are in 
His hand. Assyria is the rod of His anger? 
with which He smites the people. The land of 
Egypt is given to the King Nebuchadnezzar for 
his wages ;* “and he shall array himself with the 
land of Egypt, as a shepherd putteth on his 
garment’’.*  Howbeit in the end, whenthe Lord 
hath performed His whole work, ‘I will punish,” 
said God, “the fruit of the stout heart of the 
King of Assyria, and the Assyrian shall fall with 
the sword ”.° 

As with Saul, the King of Israel in earlier 
days, so with the kings of the nations, does this 
law hold good. ‘Thou hast rejected the word 
of the Lord, and the Lord hath rejected thee from 
being king.”° ‘‘ Because the King of Tyre set 
his heart as the heart of God, therefore, saith the 
Lord God, I will bring strangers upon thee, the 
terrible of the nations. Wilt thou then say be- 


1Ezek. XXVIII. 2. a licesnGs 

3 Ezek. XXIX. 19, 20. 4Jer. XLII. 12. 

Sse 12 XXX. CO. 61 Sam. XV. 26. 
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fore him that slayeth thee, Iam God?” (Ezek. 
xxv. 6, 7,9). The will of God must be the 
rule of national as of individual life. His will, 
‘who alone can order the unruly wills and affec- 
tions of sinful men,” is itself the rule of duty and 
the law of right. He can change the destinies 
of nations as of individuals. 

Let us, then, take heed, lest by unbelief and 
negligence we provoke Him to change ours. 
Let us reflect what we are doing in our political 
life, and let us act as knowing that we are under 
the eye of God, and in God’s hand. The love 
of power may prove a snare, as well as the baser 
love of money. Money and power are alike to 
be made subservient, in their uses, to the will of 
God. 

IV. Lastly, let me ask for your consideration 
of what is called the Ceremonial Law. 

From this, our first-reflection is, that as Chris- 
tians we are free. ‘‘We are not under the law, 
but under grace.”* Yet, like St. Paul himself, 
we are “not without law to God, but under law 
to Christ.” Might we not then do well to con- 
sider, in the first place, the disciplinary methods 
by which God prepared the Jewish people for the 


1Rom, VI. 15. 2 Cor, IX. 21. 
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reception of the Gospel as being still valuable in 
heathen countries, where Christ is unknown, and 
to others amongst ourselves, whose Christianity 
is little more than a name? 

In other words, does not God’s method in the 
Old Testament lead us to the conclusion that 
some form of discipline would be beneficial for 
attaining those moral results which we admit to 
be still necessary—Justice, Mercy, Humility, 
Faith, Love? 

Such a method of outward discipline was 
counted needful by the Early Church; and we 
regret the loss of it every year when the season 
for repentance comes round. Might we not, by 
the study of those disciplinary portions of God's 
Book, by trying to penetrate more into the spirit 
of them, do something to check the dangers of 
a form of Christianity growing up amongst us, 
which outwardly may appear more beautiful, but 
which has lost its true moral ring, and which, 
without care, may become, like the whited sepul- 
chres of old, full of rottenness and all uncleanness ? 

If you read the law in the old Book, and com- 
pare with it St. Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians, 
you will see that if we are to be free from the 
curse of the law we must be free from the works 
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of the flesh. We must walk in the Spirit, and 
bear the Spirit’s fruit. Against such things there 
is no law. 

In conclusion, this is the first Sunday of the 
new year. No doubt we have all been consider- 
ing what we shall do in this new year. I willask 
you to consider whether one of our new year's re- 
solutions may not be to give more time to the 
Old Book, and especially to the old part of the 
Old Book. 

Remember, it is God’s Book. He only knows 
what this new year will bring to us. He only 
can see the pathway to the end. 

We shall not, indeed, find it all made plain at 
once, even if we do look into the Book He gives us. 
That is not His good pleasure ; because we must 
walk by faith, and not by sight. But if we try 
to find in the Bible God’s will, and to make that 
the rule of our lives, it will lead us nearer and 
nearer to Christ Himself; and in Him we shall 
find all we need—a ransom for our sins, an ex- 
ample for our lives, and grace to follow that ex- 
ample ; here for a little while in imperfection, and 
then, by His mercy, to be clothed in white raiment, 
and to follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth, 


Gal. Vv. 13-24. 
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We shall find His Book, if we will read and 
trust, what He has promised it shall be, a lantern 
to our feet. It will throw a pool of light just 
where our next footstep may safely fall. We 
shall come more and more to see that there is 
one God, Who rules over all; and we shall learn 
to live with Him in intimate trustfulness, in love 
and hope. Weshall see that all obstacles arising 
from differences of race, sex, class or age, are 
done away, and all are one in Christ; and we 
shall find in Him the true brotherhood of man. 
Thus all that God has done and said for us 
will have its end in the one twofold principle of 
charity—the love of God and love of man, 


VI. 


SISTERHOOD WORK AMONGST THE 
FALEEN, 


“Now there stood by the Cross of Jesus, his mother, and 
his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and 
Mary Magdalene.’’—St. JOHN XIX. 25. 


Art the Cross we see the outcome of true love. 
St. John had risked his life to be there, and, 
true to the natural instincts of womanhood, a 
little band of women could not bear to leave 
such pain in such loneliness ; so there was Mary, 
the mother of our Lord, and His mother’s sister, 
Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. 
Whether there were four holy women or three 
is not clear, but probably there were four. These 
represent the threefold state of womanhood 
around the Cross. The Blessed Virgin, who 
was mother, widow, ever virgin, represents the 
religious life. There were probably two wives 


‘Preached at the opening of the Diocesan Home at Frieston, 
7 May, 1887. 
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representing married life, the mother of the 
family, and the penitent Mary Magdalene. 
These have all their place and work. The 
religious life, the married, and the penitent are 
all at the Cross. The penitent calls for tender 
sympathy. It is objected that we make indulg- 
ence for the wicked and make too much of them. 
Such criticism shows simple ignorance of the 
hard, thorny path of penitence. There is not 
merely the breaking off from passion—the power 
of nature does that—but there is the wreck and 
ruin and misery. Theruin of the greatest makes 
the greatest ruin. Affection is all confused and 
turned to hate and anger; you find such people 
unthankful, unkind, selfish, gloomy, sullen, 
morose. The will, too, is ruined, the ruling 
power almost gone; there are depression, de- 
spondency, despair, all the miseries of a weakened 
will. There is the loss of truth. They cannot 
trust. They are like a ship in a storm, with the 
rudder bands broken, drifting in a starless night. 
The temple of the Holy Ghost has become like 
a vision of Ezekiel. God was seen leaving the 
temple and the city, and He stood upon the 
mountain—resting, watching on the Mount of 
Olives, as our Lord in after days. ‘‘ Thy house 
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is left unto thee desolate.” The Holy Ghost 
has been rejected, the work of the new creation 
undone, the paradise of the soul destroyed, the 
vine uprooted, the soul brought back to chaos. 
Their life is zo¢ made luxurious ; it is a barren 
confused life. What is to be done to them? 
The natural powers are destroyed. Thebitterest 
drop in their cup is that even their own mother 
turns them from the door. They would con- 
taminate a sister or a brother. The natural 
home is gone. The ordinary powers of society 
are powerless. ‘I dare not take them into my 
house” is the justifiable cry of many a mistress 
of a family. Those who fall thus fall through 
a social gate which only opens one way. There 
is no passing back. We cannot blame God. It 
is one of the ways in which God teaches us. 
God, however, is compassionate. He left the 
ninety-nine in the wilderness, the angels, and 
came down—sought till He found ; and He takes 
the lost up to His fold in heaven. His hand is 
towards the socially hopeless. The Sister of 
Mercy must come; we must have a separate 
home—those who for love of Christ will dwell 
in such unenviable society. We are met here 
to-day for that ; to found a home through which 
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they may return to their own home, perhaps to 
be thence a guiding star. We use highly 
disciplined people, dedicated to God, full of dis- 
interested kindness, ready to show a hundred 
and one little acts of benevolence. They must 
be people whose wills are strong—there is a 
power in the will, angelic fixity of will. ‘My 
heart is fixed, therefore will I sing.” We want | 
people who have the spirit of detachment, joy, 
and brightness. As to expense, our Lord has 
worked out the sum for us. Gain the whole 
world and lose your own soul; one soul is equal 
to the whole world—the price is the blood of the 
Son of God. We are glad of the evidence such 
an establishment gives of the truth and power of 
Christianity—an evidence of the power of Jesus 
in our diocese—separated people who put all the 
world away for the love of Jesus. The Sister 
is a proof of the attractiveness of Jesus Christ, 
of the power of the Cross. Penitents find peace 
at the foot of the Cross ; and this is like the birth 
of a rose out of the winter bough. Not man but 
Jesus Christ is reviving these things in His 
Church. The main work, then, is with the 
sister. But not only the Virgin and the penitent 
are at the Cross, but the average life of woman 
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is there—two married, perhaps. The average 
life is the wedded life; but that, too, must be at 
the Cross, and take its place between the Virgin 
and the penitent. There is work for the married. 
Let it be part of our life’s work to try and pro- 
vide work for the recovered, to give the Home 
a kindly visit, to call and lighten the burden. 
And there is prayer. This kind goeth not out 
save by prayer. Do what youcan. Under the 
Cross were the married, the Virgin, and the 
penitent.’ 


' This sermon has been reproduced here only from an incom- 
plete report.— Ep. 


Vile 


HOSPITAL SERMON. 
1887. 


“What I do thou knowest not now: but thou shalt know 
hereafter.” —JOHN XIII. 7. 


Words are accumulated as almost meaningless 
cyphers at first by children. Afterwards these 
same words make us tremble in our innermost 
being. Under certain conditions such words as 
Mother, Friend, Home, Country, Church, stir 
our hearts or fill us with confusion as we remem- 
ber misspent opportunities or pleasures not known 
till they were gone by for ever ; words have more 
in them than we can express. This is so toa 
still greater degree with the Words of the Eternal 
Word, our Lord Jesus Christ. The text, which 
was at first a lesson of Humility to St. Peter, 
might be written over every home with all its un- 
known protection, its sphere for heart and affection. 


When our home is broken up we know this. 
61 
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The child frets at the needless accuracy with 
which it has to repeat its task, but our Lord's 
words might be written over every school, “‘ Thou 
knowest not now”. There is a moral revenge 
for slipshod ways which comes in after years. 
The text might be written over times of sickness 
and trouble, ‘ Thou shalt know hereafter”. To- 
day is to bring home the mystery and misery of 
suffering, and to give us an opportunity of re- 
lieving it. There are three chief reasons for the 
utility of suffering. 

I. Suffering and sickness are retrospective, 
moral, punitive. There was no suffering in 
Paradise. Death and its train followed on sin. 
Our Lord found at that infirmary of Bethesda 
(St. John v. 5) a man which had an infirmity 
thirty-and-eight years. The eye of Jesus had 
always been on him. He healed him. Then 
He followed him up to make sure that the lesson 
was driven home. He said to him, “Sin no more, 
lest a worse come unto thee”. His infirmity then 
was the consequence of his sin. It was a sin of 
thirty-eight years ago. How early does this 
drive back the sin which had merited such a 
punishment. At most he must have been ten 
or twelve ; yes, sickness is sometimes restrospec- 
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tive, moral, punitive. Many, however, escape 
outward trouble who have the inward gnawing 
of conscience to endure in silence, and there 
comes in consequence a loss of spring and “his 
countenance is (for a good reason) fallen”. You 
are almost indignant with me for detaining you 
so long at this thought to-day. 

II. Suffering is sometimes prospective, moral, 
preventive. St. Paul had his thorn in the flesh. 
It was not removed in spite of his entreaties. 
It was sent lest the special ‘“‘ vessel of election,” 
the greatest among great men, should be exalted 
overmuch. Pride is like a parasite which lives 
on the strength of the noblest tree in the forest. 
The suffering was preventive. This throws a 
ray of light into the chamber of sickness, gives 
peace and rest to the sick man’s heart. He hopes 
the correction will lead him higher. A prolonged 
sickness has sometimes steadied and perfected 
the will. Death often brings life into a family 
circle. A short life of a child is taken away ; it 
goes behind the blue sky and is like a fixed star 
to guide all the house upward and onward. The 
child taken is like an anchor there, enabling the 
others to ride safely through the storm. The 
condition of depression which is one of the 
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troubles of convalescence is God’s discipline. 
The sense of our weakness is to raise us higher. 

III. Suffering may be useful mystically and 
spiritually. It is not then so much for our good 
as for God’s glory. Further on, in St. John’s 
gospel, we are told our Lord opened the eyes of 
one who was born blind (St. John rx.) to manifest 
the greatness of God. Wonderful thought! 
Some glory to God from my suffering to fill up 
that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ 
in my flesh (Colossians 1. 24). This does not 
infringe upon the full, perfect and sufficient sacri- 
fice of Christ, does not touch the Atonement, yet 
something remains for His Church. I doubt not 
that many a drop for this chalice of the sufferings 
and sorrows of humanity is wrung from the battle- 
field. There is the yielding up of the young man’s 
life to his country and to his God. 

These are three useful ways of looking at 
suffering and sickness. When they come to us 
we ought to ask—lIs this suffering for me retro- 
spective, moral, punitive? Is it for me prospec- 
tive, moral, preventive? Is it for me a mystical 
and spiritual offering? We see the mystery, as 
well as the misery of suffering. 

But sickness, wherever it comes, is a cause of 
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confusion and anxiety. In the dwellings of the 
rich, education is broken off, or some one must 
take a place temporarily vacated, or it is infec- 
tious, or death may be the end. This is so 
even in the dwellings of the rich; but what of 
the poor? There it is more than confusion, 
more than anxiety. Their hearts are just as 
loving as the hearts of the rich, and there is in 
addition distress and poverty. The father is ill. 
The work is stopped. Willhedie? The mother 
is ill. The comfort of the house is gone. The 
home which she makes by being there is gone. 
She is sick in the little room upstairs. You see 
at a glance that all is confusion. Or it is a child 
that is ill, ox/y a child we say. How often do 
those who help us by their labour, work with a 
heavy burden of anxiety. The railway porter or 
the guard is not quite so alert as usual, and we 
wonder—perhaps he has a sick wife at home, or 
a sick child. 

Sickness in the homes of the poor means far 
more than it can do for most of us. We are ill, 
we send for the doctor, he gives his orders, we 
ring the bell at once and send for this or that. 
But it is a foor man’s house. The same. thing 


happens exactly. Who is to go for the doctor? 
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he may live miles away. The husband is very 
tired, the mother is quite worn out. The doctor 
comes, gives his orders. The poor man has no 
margin in his finances. He orders “a fire,” or 
“a light to burn all night,” or “rags,” but there 
is nothing to tear up in the poor man’s house, 
and the fire and the light mean increased ex- 
penses. 

There are invalid poor men. If they were 
rich they would be ordered at once to the South 
of Europe, and would go with every comfort. 
But the foor man is weak. He cannot do con- 
secutive work. He becomes an ‘odd man,” 
does bits of work for other people ; he has plenty 
of ability, but he cannot do perfect work. He 
is the hack. He has to do odd jobs. He has 
capacity but not strength. He loses perhaps 
self-respect. The keystone falls out of the moral 
arch. Perhaps he commits theft, or takes to 
drink. Charity organization is no doubt very 
good, yet the outcome of all this is that from the 
invalids of the poor come the vagrants of our 
towns and countries. 


VI. 


CHRISTIANS—THE LIGHT OF THE 
WORLD. 


“No man, when he hath lighted a candle, covereth it with 
a vessel, or putteth it under a bed; but setteth it on a 
candlestick, that they which enter in may see the light.” 
—Sr. LUKE vill. 16. 


One of the many wonders of the Bible is to be 
found in the simplicity of the words, and the 
figures used, together with the depth of their 
meaning. It is this, in part, which makes the 
Bible the book of the young and of the old, of 
the working man in his home and of the student 
in his study. It is the life-long companion for 
us all. Men shall never outgrow it. It taught 
us when we were children, and if we have but 
a spiritual eye we shall still say, when we are old, 
‘Lord, teach me the wonderful things of Thy 

1Preached at St. Peter-at-Gowts Church, Lincoln, at the 
twentieth anniversary of the Lincoln branch of the Church of 
England Working Men’s senge Sunday, 15th eaary, 1905. 
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” 


Law”. My text is an example both of the 
simplicity of language and the figures used. A 
child in a poor man’s cottage knows what a 
lighted candle is, and knows further, that no one 
would think of putting a candle when it was 
lighted under a bushel or under a bed, but ina . 
candlestick, that it may give light to all that are 
in the house. A lighted candle is meant to 
give light, and “we all know that,” you will say. 
True, dear friends, but then, what did our 
Saviour really want us to think about when He 
used these simple words? He really meant us 
to think of all Christians, that they were intended 
to be as lights shining in the world, and so He 
said plainly to His Disciples, ‘Ye are the light 
of the world,” and to the Saviour it would seem 
as foolish, or more so, to light a candle and put 
it under a bushel or under a bed, as for a person 
to wish to be a Christian and not to be a light 
so bright that people will notice his good works 
and give glory to our Father in heaven; for this 
was certainly ‘in the mind of our Saviour when 
He used the simple words of the text. And 
from His words, recorded in other parts of the 
Bible, we can carry His meaning further. When 
He called His Disciples “ Lights;’ He meant 
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that they had derived their light from Himself, 
because He said, plainly speaking of Himself, 
“T am the Light of the world, He that followeth 
Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the Light of Life”. Yes, this was what the 
Psalmist said long before, ‘With Thee is the 
Well of Life, and in Thy Light shall we see 
Light”. This is what St. John tells us when 
speaking of the Saviour, ‘In Him was Life, and 
the Life was the Light of men”. ‘That was 
the true Light that lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world.” Now we may see 
something of the meaning hidden under the 
simple words of Scripture. 

But you will wish to ask me why I have 
chosen such a text for our special sermon to-day. 
I will tell you, dear friends. It is my privilege 
to-day to speak to a body of men who acknow- 
ledge themselves to be members of the Church 
of England, ie. to a body of men who are 
Christians in the fullest and best sense of the 
word according to our belief, and my object in 
speaking to you is to remind you that a Chris- 
tian ought not only to be good himself, but to 
try to make others good, that as a member of 
Christ he ought to expect to have the Light of 
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Christ so shining in him that he would be a 
light to others,. that it would be as absurd to 
light a candle and put it under a bushel or under 
a bed, as for one calling himself a Christian not 
to try to let his light so shine before men that 
he would help them to walk more safely on the 
path of life. Our Saviour said plainly, speaking 
to His Disciples, ‘I mean you to be the lights 
of the world. I am the Light of the world, and 
when I am gone back to Heaven I will send down 
the Holy Spirit upon you, and He shall be in 
you, and you must carry on My work, and be as 
lights in the world.” This is true of all real 
Christians, of all true members of the Body of 
Christ. 

Now I think you will see my meaning, but 
then you will want further to ask me, How can 
we let our light shine before men so as to help 
them? You know how many ways the light of 
the sun brings blessings to us. The light of the 
sun enables man to go forth to his work, the 
warmth of the sun melts the-snow and softens 
the frozen ground and makes the seed swell, and 
then draws up the blade and brings forth the 
flower and ripens the corn in the full ear, and 
you see to what thousands of flowers and millions 
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of leaves, insects, birds and animals the sun 
brings life and health ; so to a Christian we may 
say, “Oh, send out thy Light and thy Truth”. 
There are millions still lying in heathen darkness 
in India, China, Africa, and Asia—send out thy 
light and thy truth to teach them. And nearer 
home, too, in our own cities and villages in Eng- 
land, there are dark corners. There are many 
whose eyes are only partly open, who do not see 
their fellow-men as God would have them see 
them, i.e. as brethren, but only half see them, 
they see them as trees walking. Indeed, there 
are many needing our light, and many ways in 
which we may let it go forth. But to-day I 
wish to confine myself to one way. 

You probably all know, dear friends, what a 
critical time we are passing through in England 
with regard to religious education. The State 
sees now the advantages, indeed the necessity 
of educating the children of the country in order 
that England may be able to compete with other 
nations, so our elementary education is compul- 
sory. There must be schools, and the children 
must attend. But here comes a great difficulty 
and anxiety, what will the State do with regard 
to religion? England does not, | believe, desire 


72 SERMONS AND ADDRESSES 


to have a system of purely secular education, 
that is, to drive out of our schools all religious 
teaching, as in France, America, and parts of 
Australia and New Zealand; but, nevertheless, 
in many of the schools in England supported by 
the State the full teaching of the Church of 
England is not taught. Many: do not teach the 
children of Church parents the Church Cate- 
chism. Now it is under these circumstances 
that I want to ask of you, as members of the 
Church of England, if you cannot help, if you 
cannot let your light shine, and so enable the 
Church of England to send out the light and the 
truth entrusted to her, so that her children may 
be taught the full faith as well as our fathers 
were. There are several ways in which your 
help might be given. 

_ There is still a great opportunity in our Sunday 
schools. In them, of course, the children can 
receive the full teaching of our Church. I am 
very anxious that all Church people should well 
consider this ; it is a great opportunity. I would 
ask all who can, to offer their services for this 
work. It is necessary, in order to preserve the 
discipline of Sunday schools, where many of the 
children are often older than in the*day school, 
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that there should be a full staff of teachers, 
therefore the help of any would be most gladly 
accepted. There is a further way in which we 
may avail ourselves of this opportunity, and that 
is by those persons who have special gifts, offer- 
ing themselves for some special training in in? 
struction and practical method, to form a nucleus 
or small central body in each parish, to endeavour 
to induce others to give themselves to this good 
work, and to fit themselves as efficient Sunday 
school teachers. Speaking to you as members 
of the Church of England, I would earnestly 
commend to your consideration this way of let- 
ting your light shine forth for the help of others, 

There is another way, which to me seems 
most instructive and most precious, in which your 
help may be given, and that is through the sacred 
channels of family life. It would indeed be a 
blessing to our Church and country if the exclu- 
sion of definite religious teaching in our schools, 
should lead to more careful religious teaching in 
our homes. 

There are many homes in which it would be 
quite possible for the father or mother or elder 
brother or sister to teach the younger children 
there the Catechism, as we have it in our Prayer 
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Book, and to hear them say it, or part of it, every 
Sunday. I was brought up to do this every 
Sunday ; my brother and sister and I said our 
Catechism to our dear mother. I have been told 
that this is very commonly done in Scotland, and 
I see no reason why it should not be done in 
very many homes in England. If parents and 
children, and brothers and sisters, were brought 
together in this way to learn their faith and duty 
towards God and their fellow-men, I believe it 
would bring a new bond of love and happiness 
into our English homes. No doubt at the time 
it would take a little trouble, and some might be 
brought to ask, Is there much good in teaching 
children to learn what they cannot fully under- 
stand? To such an objection I would reply in 
the words of our Blessed Saviour, ‘‘ What I do 
thou knowest not now, but thou shall know here- 
after,” and any child who had learnt his Catechism 
when he was young would find as he grew up 
and came to understand things better, that he 
had obtained a great possession, a fair outline of 
his faith and duty towards God, and good lines 
of guidance for his social duties and conduct to- 
wards his fellow-men; his duty to God and his 
duty to his neighbour would be sure to have their 


CHRISTIANS E 


inner meaning and best fulfilment in the love of 
God and love of man. 

And now in conclusion, dear friends, if you 
should say, How can we working men undertake 
all this? How can we be fit to teach the faith 
who are all day in the workshop ?--dear friends, 
how did the Saviour live when He was visibly 
living on this earth? Did He not spend thirty 
out of His thirty-three-and-a-half years in the 
carpenter's shop at Nazareth? Who so fit to 
represent Him and carry on His work as your- 
selves? Ah! thirty years out of thirty-three- 
and-a-half; we must not forget it. Whata lesson 
it is of the value of home life. What a life of 
unworldly patient sense of duty, day after day, 
in the little village shop; nothing exciting, only 
doing to-day what He did yesterday, just doing 
the common jobs that might want to be done— 
mending a poor wooden plough that our skilled 
hands would laugh at now, sharpening an ox 
goad, mending a broken yoke for the oxen. Ah, 
it is an example of patience and self-restraint ! 
When we get tired of the daily task, the common 
round of duty, let us think how He lived for 
thirty years; not making new inventions as He 
might have done to get Himself a name, never 
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making a fortune, beginning poor and ending 
poor in a village shop at Nazareth. He blesses 
you when He sees you day by day doing your 
daily work; don’t you think you remind Him 
of Nazareth, so that He loves you more and 
more with a special love? And so, if He saw 
you in your homes teaching your children to 
know and love Him, and to be good to and 
love one another, do you not think it would 
remind Him of the day when He said, “Suffer 
little children to come unto Me, and forbid them 
not,’ and He took them in His arms and blessed 
them? Do you not think that as He has pro- 
mised to be with us even unto the end of the 
world, that He will be present in the home of a 
working man when he is teaching his children, 
and will He not send forth His light and truth, 
and help you to draw the mind and heart of you 
all nearer to Himself, and in Himself to one 
another? I feel sure He will. Think this well 
over, dear brothers. Stand fast in the old faith, 
as you have received it in the Church of England ; 
and teach it to others in love. Prove its power 
and value by the example of your Christ-like 
lives, growing in grace and in love to God and 
man. 


IX. 
LipesGKREAT SUPPER 


“They all with one consent began to make excuse.” “I 
say unto you that none of those men which were bidden 
shall taste of my supper.”—-LUKE XIV. 18, 24. 


THE suitableness of our Lord’s character to all 
times and all places, to all countries and all ages, 
is a proof of its superhuman excellence. The 
character of Jesus is wonderful. His gentleness, 
His humility, His kindness ; always going about 
doing good; His kindness to little children, 
taking them up in His arms and blessing them ; 
His sympathy and feeling for all kinds of suffer- 
ing, feeding the hungry, healing the sick, raising 
the dead, comforting the mourners ; His forgive- 
ness when people treated Him rudely, badly, 
unkindly, cruelly, as when He prayed for His 
murderers who were nailing Him to the Cross. 
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what 

1 Preached to the Lincoln Church Railway Guild. 19th Sep- 


tember, 1909. 
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they do.” All these marks of His character, 
and many others which you will remember, go 
to make up a character which all men have 
admired, however far off they may be from 
being like it themselves. They all feel this is 
a beautiful life. It is the true life. Jesus was 
always poor, but the beauty of His character 
and of His life stand out far above the beauty 
of gold and silver and fine clothes and precious 
stones. We can all see it is far better than that 
kind of beauty. 

It is, in fact, superhuman in its excellence, it 
is Divine as well as human, it shows us that 
Jesus is the Son of God as well as the Son of 
man. You all agree to that, dear friends, and 
I am sure you know it to be true. And as the 
character of Jesus is so beautiful and universally 
true, so are His words universally applicable and 
true. “ Never man spake like this man.” His 
words are as true to-day as when they were 
spoken nearly 2000 years ago. 

One of the most surprising marks of our Lord’s 
words is their gentleness. He never exaggerates, 
never wishes to make people out worse than 
they are. He tries to think the best of people, 
and when He must point out their faults to warn 
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them, He does it with a gentleness that no one 
could deny, or say that He has spoken too 
hardly, or not shown that gentleness is the 
absolute and awful truth. 

Our text is an example of what I mean. They 
are quiet gentle words, but they describe the 
behaviour of those who will be shut out of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

“They all with one consent began to make 
excuse.” 

The words, you will remember, form part of 
the Parable of the Great Supper. “A certain 
man made a great supper, and bade many.” 
It was very kind of our Blessed Lord to speak 
so simply; we can all understand it. If -we 
heard of a rich man making a great supper and 
inviting a large number of people, we should all 
like to go, it would mean that we should all be 
very comfortable. There would be sure to be 
plenty to eat and drink, we should all be satisfied, 
we should all sit comfortably and happily together. 
It would be a happy time, a time of rest and 
refreshment with the happiness of meeting many 
friends. It was a great supper, and he bade 
many. Now those simple words are just an 
example of our Lord’s gentleness. He speaks 
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so simply that all can understand. Lud chen, 
His words have a very deep meaning; by a 
“certain man” He really means “ God,” by “a 
great supper” He really means ‘“‘ the Kingdom 
of Heaven,” by the words he ‘“‘bade many,” He 
means that Christ came to save a// He died 
for all, He opened the Kingdom of Heaven to 
all believers. He calls it a great supper because 
that means rest, and comfort, and being satisfied, 
and the pleasure of good company ; and that is 
what the Kingdom of Heaven is—it means being 
satisfied, but not merely with the satisfaction of 
a good meal, which satisfies our bodies for a 
little while, and then we feel hungry again. In 
Heaven we shall not thirst any more, or hunger 
any more. He will lead us to the fountain of the 
water of life. 

There will be no more pain, or sickness, or 
hunger, or thirst; our glorified bodies will be 
filled with the everlasting power and satisfaction 
of the Bread of Life. 

When we think of sitting comfortably at a 
great supper, our Saviour wishes us to think of 
the rest and comfort and peace we shall enjoy 
when we sit down at the Supper of the Lamb 
in Heaven. Weshall hunger and thirst no more 
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ourselves, and all anxiety about providing food 
and clothes for the children willbe gone. There 
will be none for us to be anxious about because 
they are sick or delicate, all anxieties connected 
with our bodies will be gone. But there is more. 
At the great supper we shall not only be com- 
fortable in our bodies, but in our minds also. 
Here very often doubts and difficulties trouble 
us, we cannot understand perhaps many parts of 
the Bible, we are tempted to disbelieve it and 
give up reading it, or we don't understand 
how God, Who knows everything, can want our 
prayers, and we are tempted to give up saying 
them ; or we find so many different views and 
opinions about church and chapel that we go 
nowhere, or, worse still, we see so many bad- 
living people getting on, and good-living people 
who strive hard and never seem to get on, that 
we are tempted to think it does not matter 
whether we are good or bad; and we are 
troubled sometimes by the thought that we have 
gone too far, and that God will never forgive us, 
and the fear of hell seems to take all the pleasure 
of life out of us. Our sins take such a hold upon 
us that we are not able to look up.“ They are 
like a sore burden too Sate for us to bear.” 
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Now, at the Great Supper all these troubles 
will be. done away with. We-shall sit there 
without any pain in our bodies, without any doubt 
in our minds, all will be clear and bright and 
true. We shall know Him even as we have 
been known. We shall have no more doubts; 
we shall see Him as He is. And we shall have 
no more fear or anxiety about our souls, we shall 
know that our sins are forgiven, for we shall see 
that we are in Heaven. So there will be perfect 
rest and satisfaction for our bodies, minds, souls, 
and spirits. Now all this and much more our 
Saviour meant us to understand by these simple 
gentle words, ‘‘He made a great supper and 
bade many”. But then, there are the remain- 
ing words of my text, quite simple too, quite 
gentle, but most awful in their meaning. ‘‘ None 
of those men shall taste of my supper ”—that 
means that they are to be shut out from 
Heaven. 

Now, who were the people? What had they 
done? Here is where I want especially to arrest 
your attention. Whathad they done? Nothing 
that we should call very bad. They are not 
charged with stealing, or murder, or drunkenness, 
or dishonesty, or blasphemy ; all that is said 
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about them is that “they made excuse”. One 
said he had bought some land and must go and 
see it, another said he had bought five yoke of 
oxen and must go and prove them, another said 
he had married a wife and could not come. You 
will observe there was nothing wrong in what 
they were doing. The man had not stolen the 
land, or been dishonest in buying the oxen, there 
was nothing wrong inhis home life. The wrong 
was that they put worldly interests and pleasures 
in the place of their duty to God. They made 
light of God's call to Heavenly Things, they made 
excuses that they could not attend to the duties 
of religion. 

Now, dear friends, are not these gentle words 
of our Blessed Lord just the very warning that 
we want at the present time ? 

There has been, thank God, a wonderful social 
improvement in our country and all through the 
great Christian world. The behaviour of people 
has greatly improved. Large bodies of men 
have been raised up as our railway-men, of 
whom we are specially thinking to-day, and for 
whom you have often heard me express my 
admiration and gratitude. Intelligent, honest, 
scber, civil, obliging oF the public owes them 
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a great debt of gratitude for their constant services, 
by day and by night. It is a fine body of men, 
of which this age may well be proud. It isa 
fine body of men, and they are an object-lesson 
of great social progress, and they would tell you 
that there has been a great progress in the 
general behaviour, not only of the ordinary pas- 
sengers, but also of the large bodies of trippers 
and excursionists, those who go out on Foundry 
Trips, or on Bank Holiday, or who come to our 
Statute Fairs and Pleasure Fairs in the spring. 
All that is good, and so far we should be thank- 
ful, but then what are we to say about those very 
persons and their religious duties? Do those 
who go for a week-end, and honestly pay their 
fares and keep sober, do they keep their Sunday 
as a Holy Day, as the Lord’s Day, do they 
attend any place of worship? Some, no doubt, 
thank God, will do so, but is there not amongst 
us just the danger which in His gentle words the 
Saviour has pointed out to us? 

People make excuses that they cannot attend, 
to their religious duties—they are too tired, or 
they have no time, they must get all the fresh air 
they can, or they don’t want to go. So they beg 
to be excused. And consequently the word that 
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I find used, not only in England, but in France, 
and Germany, and Italy, as expressing the danger 
to religion at the present day is “ /udifference ”. 
It is exactly what our Lord in His parable has 
expressed in His gentle words—they made light 
of it, they begged to be excused. 

Dear friends, ask yourselves how far this 
applies to you. Do you keep your Sundays as 
Holy Days, as the Lord’s Day ? 

Do you read your Bible often and regularly ? 

Are you careful to say your prayers every day, 
night and morning at least ? 

And then, again, ask yourselves, Do you teach 
and encourage your children to keep Sunday as 
a Holy Day? 

Do you teach your children to read their Bibles ? 

Do you teach and encourage your children to 
say their prayers? 

I know, dear friends, that many of you could 
answer ‘ Yes,” and I thank God for it. 

But can we all answer like this, or do we 
know some that could not? 

Our Lord in His gentle words, ‘“‘ They made 
light of it,” “They began to make excuse,” puts, 
as it were, His finger on the danger spot of 
Christianity at the present time. 
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Now it is for this reason that I am so thankful 
to come again to speak to you in connexion with 
the Railway Guild. The railway-men, as I 
have said, are a fine body of honest sober men, 
and a guild is exactly what we want to help us to 
keep up the rule of our religious duties. When 
you join a guild you say for yourself, I will, by 
God’s help, do this and that. In England, thank 
God, speaking generally, people do not deny the 
Faith or reject the Faith, but too many make 
light of it, are indifferent to it, neglect it, and 
make excuses and do nothing. 

May God bless all who belong to this Guild, 
and help you to keep up your religious duties, and 
bring others to do the same. By so doing you 
will be helping in the very way in which Chris- 
tianity wants help, in the present day of material 
and intellectual progress. Christianity wants to 
be kept religious. Those who call themselves 
Christians need to attend more to the gentle 
words of Christ, to read the Gospels, and to study 
the life of Christ, to become more Christ-like 
Christians ; then, dear friends, the kingdom of 
heaven is open to you, all things are yours, and 
you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s. 

Dear Friends, the great Supper is being pre- 
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pared for you. It is all ready. God grant that 
you may all be ready for it, and take your place 
at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, and be 
filled with the endless joy and satisfaction of 
heaven. 


X. 
BU TEER OF WANTAGE? 


‘An honest and good heart.”—-LUKE VIII. 15. 


Ir has been pointed out for us by one of the 
deepest thinkers of modern times’ that it is a 
characteristic of the dispensation of the Spirit to 
make an inclination within, and not a law from 
without, the basis of the religious life. It is in- 
deed true of us all in this life, to a certain degree, 
that we need to attend to the law of duty. It is 
especially true of the young, in the early days of 
their life, before the force of habit enables them 
to do without effort what at first seems impos- 
sible. Nevertheless, the fact is well worthy of 
our serious consideration, that our outward 
actions do not so surely represent our real selves 
as our inclinations or affections. God looks on 

1A sermon preached in Lincoln Cathedral on Septuagesima 


Sunday, 1894, after the death of Dean Butler. 


2J. B. Mozley, D.D., “University Sermons,” p. 168. First 
Edition. 
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the heart. It is not enough to ask ourselves, 
What wrong thing have I done? We should 
ask again, What wrong thing is there which, 
though I do it not, I should, nevertheless, still 
like todo? The truly regenerate heart has its 
affections set on things above, not on things on 
the earth ; it loves the thing that is good, be- 
cause it is right, and hates that which is evil, 
because it is wrong. Is it not a danger with 
many of us who call ourselves Christians, that 
we are content to live on, as under the law, the 
law of conscience, it may be, but still under a 
law, instead of asking God to create in us a new 
heart and a settled spirit, which would of its own 
choice refuse the evil and choose the good? 

Many circumstances may determine a man’s 
outward actions—the law of the land, the praise 
of men, the desire of power,—but the character 
of the heart is determined by the object which it 
loves. The true Christian is not merely the man 
whose outward actions are good, but who acts, 
and speaks, and thinks from “an honest and 
good heart”. 

We are gathered here together this morning, 
my brethren, in unusual numbers, under the 
sense of a great bereavement—a bereavement 
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which is felt not only in the inner circle of 
the home where the shadow of death is dark- 
est, but in the wider circles of the members 
of this our ancient Cathedral body, among all 
classes in the old and modern city which lies 
around us, in the world-wide family of the 
Church of England, wherever her children are 
best instructed, and are living most loyally in 
accordance with her laws. These are not random 
words, expressive of my own personal feelings ; 
but they represent the actual expressions which 
have been used by those whose position and 
knowledge qualify them to judge. 

‘Few men have done more for the Church of 
England than William Butler,” writes one whose 
knowledge of the Church of England is surpassed 
by very few. 

“When I look round and consider what a 
blow it is to the Church at large, it does, indeed, 
cause me the deepest grief. It is men like 
Butler, strong, unselfish, single-hearted, who 
cheer up the rest of us. May-we have grace to 
follow where he has led,” writes a scholar who 
knows the work of the Church of England at 
home and abroad. 


‘What a grievous loss we all have suffered in 
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the death of your good Dean! I cannot tell 
you how highly I valued him, and how much | 
shall miss him. He was one of those really de- 
pendable men of whom you could always feel 
assured,” wrote one who lives where the throng 
of men is thickest. 

“T knew that there was a great deal at 
Wantage, but: the half had not been told me, 
and I felt that I did not know the Dean and his 
work before that memorable afternoon,” writes 
one whose careful words of wisdom we in this 
Diocese have ever listened to with confidence. 

“He was a good Christian and a kindly 
citizen,” said one of his fellow-citizens of this 
city. 

“He was so kind and nice,” said a little child, 
unable to keep back her tears. 

Now, how is it, my brethren, that a man, whose 
outward bearing might have appeared to those 
who did not know him as we knew him, to be 
hard, impulsive, over-bearing, how is it that such 
a man has been, after all, so rightly estimated 
and sincerely loved? I believe the answer is 
very largely contained in the words of my text, 
“an honest and good heart”. He was real ; 
there was no conceit, no affectation in society, on 
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the platform, in the pulpit ; there was ever a ring 
of reality about him, you felt that he believed 
what he said, and kept nothing back. He might 
convince you, or he might not, but at least you 
knew what he thought, and that he had the 
courage of his opinions. 

He was not a lover of power, except as offering 
opportunities for doing good. Not being of a 
strictly scientific mind, which looks at things in 
their relations, but being gifted with a singular 
common sense, he saw, as it were intuitively, the 
right thing to do; and with his strong will and 
absolute fearlessness of what others might think, 
with the force of rushing water he pressed the 
point he wished to carry ; but he was not over- 
bearing. Having said his say, he would listen 
to your objections with a patience and humility 
that has often surprised me; and finally, if a 
matter of vital principle were not involved, he 
would work with you in carrying out a scheme 
which in some points he did not like. 

Would that all members of our increasing de- 
liberative assemblies would take him for their 
model, making their contribution to the common 
counsel with the same honesty of conviction, not 
weakening their party from a selfish desire for 
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their own prominence, or supporting their party 
at the cost of their own conscience ! 

He was truly benevolent. Not a- lover of 
money, but liberal, open-handed, generous, hos- 
pitable. It was a sincere pleasure to him to see 
and to make others happy. This led him to take 
such a leading part in all matters connected with 
education and culture. In the Elementary 
Schools, or the Grammar School, or the School 
for the Choir, or High Schools for Girls, or 
School of Art, or in Exhibitions, ‘‘ whatsoever 
things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatso- 
ever things are of good report,” these, with an 
honest and good heart, he supported with head, 
heart and hand. Anxious to promote the intel- 
lectual welfare of all, he advocated strongly the 
establishment of a free library in our city. 
Anxious to provide innocent amusement for all, 
he enjoyed sincerely and heartily all opportunt- 
ties of social intercourse with his fellow-citizens, 
with a satisfaction and pleasure which all knew 
to be honest. He brought into such social 
gatherings the warmth of an honest and good 
heart ; and every one felt that he had been puri- 
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fied, braced, ennobled by his presence and his 
talk. 

He was essentially a hard worker. No one 
could say that he made his high preferment an 
excuse for idleness. Rising every morning at 
six, he worked the day through, reading, writing, 
talking, preaching, travelling. He never spared 
himself. The work that he did at Wantage for 
thirty-four years was marvellous. Besides the 
entire regeneration of the town itself, and the re- 
storation of its fine old parish church, besides 
building parochial schools, and conducting with 
unique success Communicants’ Classes, besides 
training successive bands of younger clergy as 
his curates, many of whom have given good 
witness to the power of the mind and heart and 
will that trained them, by the good work which 
they have done; besides all this, he founded, and 
continued to the last to guide and rule over, a 
Sisterhood which is beyond praise. 

Here in this city and diocese we know he was 
ever ready to help, never sparing himself, but 
ready to speak or preach when he was asked. 
All this untiring sacrifice of self, this continued 
working with a vigour which few young men 
could equal, up to the eve of the completion of 
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his seventy-sixth year, was an irresistible proof 
of the sincerity of his life. Such unworldliness, 
such unselfishness, such ready self-sacrifice, it was 
felt by all, could only be the fruit of an honest 
and good heart. 

But it would be a wrong, indeed, to the 
memory of our late revered and much-loved 
Dean, to speak of him as excelling only in the 
virtues which belong to natural religion. Pru- 
dence, justice, courage, temperance were possessed 
by him in no common degree ; but an honest and 
good heart with him meant far more. Dean 
Butler was not only a hard-working benevolent 
man, but the aim and end of his work was to win 
souls to Christ for the glory of God. 

What Bishop Wilberforce was among the 
Bishops of the Church of England, that Hook of 
Leeds and Butler of Wantage were among her 
priests. His ceaseless labour for fifty years was 
for the souls of men. The real sphere of his 
work was in things spiritual. His life’s work re- 
presented the language of the Apostle, ‘‘ Though 
we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the 
flesh; for the weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strongholds, casting down imaginations, 
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and every high thing that exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ”. This 
was the inner cause of his ceaseless activity, to 
rescue souls from the snare of the devil, to wait 
upon them, to watch for them, to teach them, to 
train them, to perfect them, that they might be 
presented as chaste virgins to Christ. He had 
the gift of ‘‘ Faith which worketh by love,” which 
enabled him to see that the souls of men and 
women are precious beyond all price in the sight 
of God, whatever may be the outward differences 
in wealth or rank, by which the world counts 
people great or small. And so the influence of 
Dean Butler’s life reached hundreds of poor des- 
pised souls, whom the world had ruined, and 
then cast off. 

Such a work, it is obvious, no man could do 
in his own strength, or without the help of others. 
It is a Christ-like mark of Dean Butler’s life that 
he not only worked himself, but worked through 
others. The Saviour, we read, “ordained twelve, 
that they should be with Him, and that He might 
send them forth to preach and to have power to 
heal sicknesses and cast out devils”. 

The Wantage Sisters, whom we were privi- 
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leged to have with us on Thursday last, are a 
visible expression of that zeal for souls which 
people called the wonderful energy of our Dean. 

Only in that great day of surprises and of 
reversals of human judgments, when the first 
shall be last and the last first, shall we know the 
value of their devoted lives. Not only in Eng- 
land, but in India, and in other parts of the world, 
the value of Sisters is now an accepted fact. But 
it was not alwaysso. It was not so when Butler 
began his work at Wantage. There was much 
prejudice to be overcome, much suspicion to be 
put up with, much opposition to be withstood. 
People were not altogether to blame for their 
fears. Since the Reformation, Sisters had not 
been seen in the English Church. People were 
afraid that the movement meant going back to 
Rome. It was here that Dean Butler helped 
us: the honest and good heart knew its own 
meaning, so had nothing to fear. The Reformed 
Church of England was to Butler of Wantage 
the same in essence as the Church of the Apostles : 
the continuity of the Church was unbroken, er- 
roneous accretions of doctrines had been removed, 
devotional practices which, though outwardly 


beautiful and attractive to the masses, were found 
Z 


98 SERMONS AND ADDRESSES 


to be misleading, or burdensome, or enervating 
to the spiritual life, had been given up; but the 
same Orders, the same Sacraments, the same 
Creeds, the same Scriptures remained as in the 
Primitive Church. Butler of Wantage, with a 
natural instinct, and from his own reading and 
study, rejected with vehemence any word of 
doctrine, or ritualistic practice, which was incon- 
sistent with the teaching of the English Church. 
But he saw the sorrowing suffering of souls. 
He knew there was balm in Gilead. He claimed 
for the children of the Church of England the full 
use of the means of Divine assistance and com- 
fort which God in His providence had preserved 
for them, and rejecting the Roman rule of the 
necessity of private confession, he claimed the 
liberty to use it as the means which the Church 
offers, to those who need it, for pardon and peace. 
Trusting to the re-union of man with God, and 
of man with his fellow-men, through the One 
Mediator who is both God and man, trusting to 
the power of the one oblation-of our Lord Jesus 
Christ once offered as the full, perfect, and suffi- 
cient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the 
sins of the whole world, Butler of Wantage taught 
the children to answer the question, “Why was 
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the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper ordained?” 
in the words of the Catechism: “For the con- 
tinual remembrance of the sacrifice of the death 
of Christ, and of the benefits which we receive 
thereby”. He taught them that “the inward 
part or thing signified” in the Holy Eucharist is 
“the Body and Blood of Christ, which are verily 
and indeed taken and received by the faithful in 
the Lord’s Supper”. He taught them this, and 
he spared no labour to offer them opportunities 
for frequent and early Communion. All this and 
far more Dean Butler was enabled to do, because 
he knew that he was not working for any per- 
sonal private end; because he knew that he did 
not wish to lead people to accept the modern 
claims, and doctrines, and practices of the Church 
of Rome; because he knew that he was loyal to 
the Church of England and her Prayer Book: 
in short, because as an Englishman, and an 
English Churchman, he ever had ‘an honest and 
good heart”. 

The vast and reverent crowd of mourners who 
attended the funeral service on Thursday last 
was an evidence how wide and deep the influence 
of his faithful and self-sacrificing life had been. 


The end of that life in this world was in harmony 
Zz 
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with its whole course. The last illness was but 
for a few days. He worked up to the very last. 
All was in order; there was little to be done. 
There was no presumption and no fear. At his 
Lord’s command he had worked, at his Lord’s 
command he was ready to die. He had not 
striven to win souls to himself, but to Christ ; 
and to Him, without one single word of fear or 
anxiety, he resigned all that mysterious spiritual 
work in which for so many years he had been 
ceaselessly engaged. There was the same brave, 
unshaken courage to the end, but there was also 
the honest and good and loving heart. One 
short, brave effort sufficed to say the last farewell 
to her who for fifty years had known as none 
other knew how honest and good and loving 
that heart had been, who had shared in all his 
highest aims, and borne the burden of many of 
the lower services.’ There were a few unfalter- 
ing, loving words to all his family, and a word, 
or look, of loving gratitude to those whose self- 
sacrificing, skilful, tender watchfulness was itself 
a unique testimony to the influence of the honest 
and good heart, even when through its bodily 


1Mrs. Butler died on the afternoon of the Sunday on which 
this sermon was preached. 
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organs it had almost ceased to beat. All was 
done that could be done. On Sunday afternoon, 
as the bells of the Minster ceased to call those 
with whom he had so often worshipped, to take 
their part in the service of the Church on earth, 
he was called to take his part in the new song in 
the choirs above. It was the second Sunday 
after Epiphany, and the well-known verse of the 
Christian year seemed to find a new fulfilment. 
Ever the richest, tenderest glow, 
Sets round the autumnal sun ; 
But there sight fails: no heart may know 
The bliss when life is done. 

But for us, my brethren, who remain, what is 
the lesson? We ought not to stand gazing up 
into heaven, we ought not to be sorry as men 
without hope. One lesson surely should be this, 
to set ourselves bravely and faithfully to our life’s 
work ; and, as far as may be, to finish the work 
which God has given us to do. We should en- 
deavour to rid ourselves of that timid, idle, selfish 
spirit of indifference, which is the bane of an age 
that has tried to make agnosticism a creed. 

We should look each into our own heart and 
see if there is any unreality there; whether we 
are really honest, and pure, and true, and sincere ; 
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whether love of self or love of God be really the 
main motive of our daily life. If we are men of 
zeal and strong convictions, we should ask our- 
selves whether it be a zeal according to knowledge ; 
if we act according to our conscience, we should 
still ask ourselves whether we have done all that 
God has intended us to do to enlighten and in- 
struct our conscience. We should ask ourselves 
whether there be any prejudice which makes us 
close our ears to some truth that God would teach 
us, or any fear of the demands which the truth 
might make upon us, upon our lives or our pos- 
sessions, if we listened honestly to what God 
would say ; if we are men of prudence and bene- 
volence, we should ask ourselves whether the 
sphere of our benevolence is confined, after all, 
to the lower level of man’s earthly comforts, or 
whether it is inspired with the true Christian aim 
of winning souls through Christ to God ; whether 
our lives are really ruled by faith and love, and a 
hope of a world above. If so, if our hearts are 
honest and good, then this new evidence which 
we have been given of the power which such a 
life possesses should make us lift up our hearts 
again to God, and encourage us with all reverence 
and godly fear to take for ourselves the Psalmist’s 
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words: “ Preserve me, O God, for in Thee have 
I put my trust. O my soul, thou hast said unto 
the Lord, My Lord art Thou. My goods are 
nothing unto Thee, they are for the saints upon 
the earth, in whom is all my delight.! I have 
set God always before me. He is on my right 
hand, therefore I shall not fall. Therefore my 
heart is glad, and my glory rejoices, yea, my flesh 
shall rest in hope. For why? Thou shalt not 
leave my soul in hell, neither shalt Thou suffer 
Thy Holy One to see corruption. Thou shalt 
show me the path of life, in Thy presence is the 
fulness of joy, and at Thy right hand is pleasure 
for evermore.” 


1So, in effect, Dr. Kay, in his Translation of the Psalms. 
Second Edition, Rivingtons, 1874, p. 46. 
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VOLUNTEERS. 


“ God loveth a cheerful giver.”—-2 CORINTHIANS IX. 7. 


WE are met to worship God, and to ask a special 
blessing on these our brethren who are members 
of that noble body of men to whom all England 
is grateful, and of whom all England is proud, 
who have attracted the admiration and respect 
of foreign nations—our volunteers. They are 
volunteers ; they give their services for the safety 
of their country, that we may abide in peace and 
safety. It is not by any compulsory conscription, 
they are not bound to enrol themselves, they are 
under no necessity, but they do it without grudg- 
ing, and they do it without expecting remunera- 
tion or pay. For what they do they do freely, 
honestly, nobly, cheerfully, and our text tells us 
that God loves a cheerful giver. I thank them 

* Preached to the 1st Lincolnshire Volunteers in Gainsborough 


Parish Church. 26th June, 1892. 
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for what they have done, for what they are doing, 
and what I hope, please God, they will continue 
to do. What they are doing is no idle thing. 
They receive nothing back for what they do; 
you ought to remember that, and thank them, 
for we know that God will accept the gift of a 
cheerful giver. For what is it they are doing? 
They are doing what lies in them. We do not 
want war ; we do not want to be wrangling with 
other nations; we do not want to see people shot 
down and cut down, villages burnt! No. They 
are not rough, blood-thirsty, careless men, but 
they have hearts, they know what love is, they 
know what a home is, and some of them have 
got one, and others hope to have one soon. 
They know what love is, and they want peace 
and quietness ; but it is for that reason that they 
are letting people see at home and abroad that, 
though England’s standing army is small, there 
are more men ready to defend her and keep her 
free if necessary. What they want to say to the 
country (and to the countries round about) is that 
they do not want compulsion, but they are ready 
when wanted; and in order to be ready they 
will do all they can, God helping them, and give 
themselves and the time that they might pos- 
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sibly spend in greater amusement, denying them- 
selves, checking themselves.. There is something 
more than amusement in their work of being 
volunteers ; it is to keep England independent, 
free and happy. I thank them for that, and every 
Englishman does so. They are watched at home 
and abroad, and it is part of England’s present 
condition that she is strong, if not in her standing 
army, in the people who know what power there 
is in her, ready when wanted. The volunteers 
represent that power. It wants some kind of 
manifestation of it that the people should have 
it before them to see. They could say to their 
enemies, ‘‘Come over to England and we will 
show you the men who give freely, as volunteers, 
their time and themselves, to be ready, if wanted, 
to maintain England free and independent”. I 
thank them for that, and I am thankful to be 
allowed to come here and thank them for it. I 
want to ask them a further favour. If England 
is to be independent, she must acknowledge her 
dependence on God. 

One of the greatest generals of the day, the 
great Von Moltke, the great general of the glori- 
ous German army which marched upon Paris : 
what did they see, now that he had: gone to his 
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rest? He was aman of iron bearing in the field ; 
he knew not what it was to fear; but he hada 
heart. He loved his wife, and when she died, 
when he had his leisure he would go home, and 
the first thing he did was, taking his cap off, to 
go into the little chapel where she was buried. 
When he lay upon his death-bed and could not 
speak, he looked and turned his head, and they 
did not understand at first' what was meant, but 
on the wall where he was looking was the portrait 
of his wife. There was very little furniture in 
his room, but he was on his camp bed, the same 
he had used in camp, and he had a tender heart. 
He turned his head, and there on the wall was 
the picture of his wife. Don’t think it the part 
of a brave man to be heartless, but tender and 
loving. Yes, we know still more of Von Moltke. 
They found lying on his table his wife’s own 
Bible. This table was his work-table during the 
day, his bedroom dressing-table at night, and on 
the blank page of the Bible he had written six 
texts. What were those texts? I will tell you 
the first and the last. The first was this: “ My 
strength is made perfect in weakness”. He ac- 
knowledged his weakness and God’s strength. 
And the last was the same text over again: 
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“My strength is made perfect in weakness”. He 
acknowledged he could do nothing without God ; 
therefore I ask you to remember and acknow- 
ledge the power of God. Do what you can that 
England may acknowledge her dependence upon 
God, that she may be independent and free. 
You may ask me how we are to do it? But 
there is a way for you to do it. What is there 
in volunteer life which attracts the boy? Why 
are you crowded with admirers? You may see 
what a power to attract you are. It is in your 
hands as men who give themselves up if wanted 
for war, it is in your hands to help the youths, 
and that is the power you have. You might 
help to get rid of the sneers of some people, that 
it is unmanly to be devout. Show the young 
people that while you are ready, if wanted, to 
keep England free, you believe England could 
not be independent unless she acknowledged her 
dependence on God. Go to the House of God 
and acknowledge Him. Let me ask you to put 
aside as base the feeling that it is unmanly and 
unbrave to acknowledge your dependence on 
God, just as it is unmanly really to be heartless 
and not to acknowledge the power of God. How 
anxious He is to save men is shown by His 
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granting Abraham’s prayer as to Sodom and 
Gomorrah, when He would save them for 
twenty’s sake. How anxious God is to love you 
and give you peace, if you will only own your 
dependence upon Him and ask Him for His 
help! God bless you, my people, to continue in 
your work. May you do that which seems to be 
the greatest work which you are called upon to 
do. Keep off war, but let-:people know there is 
a power in England when it is wanted. Keep 
off war, but if war comes, be true and be ready, 
and if you depend upon God in time of peace, 
in time of war He will take care of you. 


°.&) 5 


A CHRIST-LIKE MINISTRY.! 


“ And He ordained twelve, that they should be with Him, 
and that He might send them forth to preach, and to 
have power to heal sicknesses, and cast out devils.” 
—ST. MARK Ill. 14. 


Tuis is the beginning of the training of the 
Christian ministry, and it might stand as the 
model for the training in all our theological 
colleges and other places of preparation for the 
ministry. 

See what stands first,—‘ that they should be 
with Him,” personal communion with Jesus, the 
opportunity of studying His ways, listening to 
His teaching, and opportunities of observing its 
naturalness, its simplicity in the parables as He 
drew them from the ordinary passing events of 
the day, and then the privilege of being instructed 
in their deeper meaning when they were alone 

* Preached at the dedication of the New Chapel for the 


Bishop’s Hostel. Lincoln, 1907. 
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with Him in the house. They would see the 
two great features of His method—simplicity and 
depth. They would see the consideration for 
the capacities of His hearers, teaching them as 
they were able to bear it. Though He had many 
things He yearned to tell them, they could not 
fail to see His disinterested love perfecting itself 
in self-restraint for the people’s sake. They 
would know of His habits and devotion, rising 
_sometimes a great while before day,:and at times 
spending whole nights in prayer. They would 
know the look of His face as it was set towards 
Jerusalem. They would be amazed, and filled 
at times with holy fear, and afraid to ask Him 
what they wanted to know, from the conscious- 
ness of His mysterious excellence. They would 
remember expressions of His love, for He loved 
His own, and loved them totheend. They would 
have seen what that end was—the trouble of His 
soul, the shame of His death; how He was 
accused, condemned, crucified as a common male- 
factor, as a traitor to Hiscountry, as a blasphemer 
of His God. They would have seen the 
apparent failure of it all, and yet they would 
remember that He never wavered, never showed 
any anxiety as to the final success of His work. 


112 SERMONS AND ADDRESSES 


Through all the shame and suffering He kept 
the joy and the love and glory before Him. He 
knew that He had come forth from the Father, 
and He knew that He was going back to the 
Father again, to enjoy the love and the glory 
that He had with the Father before the founda- 
tions of the world were laid. 

You know, dear brethren, how much more there 
was for them to know besides these few points 
I have mentioned. What I want especially to 
remind you of is, that the companionship with 
Jesus, communion with Him, opportunities of 
studying His life, holds the first place in the way 
in which the first ministers of the Church were 
trained. And this agrees with the account given 
us of the method of filling up the first vacancy 
in the apostolic band. ‘ Wherefore,” they said, 
‘of these men which have companied with us all 
the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out 
amongst us, beginning from the baptism of John 
unto the same day that He was taken up, from 
these must one be ordained to be a witness with 
us of His Resurrection.” The ministers of the 
gospel were to be men who knew Christ, men who 
had been the close companions of Jesus, and 
had studied His ways ; in short, they were to be 
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Christ-like men, that the people might follow 
them, as they followed Christ. 

It is this, I think, that lies at the bottom of our 
thankfulness and deep gratitude to-day. We 
cannot have the visible companionship with Jesus 
now, but by faith and the ministry of the Word 
and Sacraments we may be even nearer to Him 
than His first disciples could be. Through the 
power of the Holy Ghost we may “dwell in Him 
and Heinus”. His life can bein us. As St. 
Paul has said, ‘‘ Yet not I but Christ liveth in 
me’. No training for the ministry without this 
would be acceptable to the people. “Sir, we 
would see Jesus,” is, I believe, the expression of 
the desire which exists more or less explicitly in 
every man’s heart. The love of God and the 
love of man are the true ends of man’s highest 
desires, and they met in the love of Jesus, who 
is very God and very man. To-day we have 
dedicated this beautiful chapel which, through 
the faith and self-sacrificing generosity of one well 
- known and loved by us all, has been given to our 
College. It is a noble act of faith, May God 
accept and bless both the giver and the gift. His 
presence forbids me to say more, but we rejoice 


with thankfulness and hope, because this addition 
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to our College puts conspicuously into the first 
place the spiritual character of our life and teaching 
here. The chapel is now by far the most beautiful 
part of our building, and it is here that we have the 
best assured companionship with Jesus—by the 
repeated reading of the inspired record of His 
life, by the constant expounding and applying that 
story to our individual lives, by frequent medita- 
tion exercising our minds, our hearts, our wills 
upon the same ; by individual and common prayer, 
and by the presence of Christ Himself in us 
through the participation of His Body and Blood 
in the Sacrament of His love. Our chapel is now 
the most conspicuous and most beautiful part of 
the College, and it is to remind us that our first 
work here is to secure our own individual re-union 
with God through Christ, and offer ourselves, our 
souls and bodies to Christ for the work of His 
ministry ; to make His great promise, ‘‘ Lo, Iam 
with you always, even unto the end of the days,” 
more than a dogmatic proof for ministerial 
authority; rather we should-regard it as the 
pledge of the possibility of our personal com- 
panionship with Him, of His really being with 
us, and in us, so that we may become Christ-like 
ministers, to whom the Holy Spirit may bear 
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witness in the hearts and minds of the people, 
that we are Christian ambassadors, and the people 
be able to see for themselves that we have been 
with Jesus. 

This careful study of the life of Christ forms, 
you will remember, a striking part in that earliest 
treatise on the ministry by St. Gregory Nazian- 
zus: ‘‘Who,” he says, “would be fit for this 
ministry if he had not gone through both practi- 
cally and theoretically all the titles of Christ?” 
and then he enumerates some thirty-four. He 
is God, He is the Son, the Image, the Word, the 
Wisdom, the Truth, the Light, the Life, the 
Power, the King, the Head, the Way, the Rock, 
the Peace, the Righteousness, the Holiness, 
Redemption, the Man, the Shepherd, the Lamb, 
and others. You will see that this opens a door 
for profound theological study. Simplicity and 
depth are the marks of Jesus. 

We constantly hear people speak about the 
studies of the clergy.’ It is indeed most important 
that the clergy should consider their relation to 
the increasing knowledge of the people. I cannot 
dwell upon this now, but I should like to offer 
you one or two simple remarks bearing on your 
studies. There can be no doubt that the wider 

8 * 
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and more thorough the intellectual preparation 
of candidates for Holy Orders is, the better it 
will be ; but at the present time we need seriously 
to consider the true end and object of knowledge. 
Very wonderful and attractive and remunerative 
lines of knowledge are being opened out to us 
onallsides. Our old universities are introducing 
new faculties ; new universities are being founded 
for imparting these kinds of knowledge. It is 
very wonderful, but let us remember that we have 
to put before ourselves again the words of Hooker : 
‘Tf so be it were possible that all other ornaments 
of the mind might be had in their full perfection, 
nevertheless the mind that should possess them 
divorced from piety, could be but a spectacle of 
commiseration”. While I would encourage the 
instruction of candidates for Holy Orders in as 
many branches of knowledge as possible, our 
paramount duty at the present time seems to me 
to be the maintenance of the true end and object 
of knowledge. Money, and what money will 
bring, is the practical object of at least a large 
part of the knowledge of the present day. The 
increased knowledge of natural science ought 
to lead us to deeper love and reverence for the 
power and tenderness of God. The awful power 
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and exactness with which the laws of nature 
work ought to lead us to more holy fear in our 
relation to the moral government of the world; 
but modern knowledge, the knowledge which 
is in such demand at the present day, is in great 
danger of being divorced from the knowledge 
and love of God. The relation of the physical 
world to Christ, ‘‘by Whom all things were made,” 
and to Christ, “in Whom all things consist,” is 
but little considered, and a feeble conception of 
Christ is the result. Men are in danger now of 
becoming entangled in the veil of a knowledge 
divorced from faith. They do well to acquire 
_ knowledge, but they ought to remember to look 
beyond and above. 

I have felt it to be my duty not to lose this 
opportunity of pointing out to you this great 
danger at the present time. Let me remind you 
of another duty which has hitherto been but 
poorly attended to. While many people are 
discussing the studies of the future clergy before 
they are ordained, very insufficient attention has 
been paid to the necessity of the clergy continu- 
ing their studies after ordination. We ought to 
try to maintain the true end and object of the 
studies of the laity, but we as clergy have our 
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own special lines of study to pursue. The priest's 
lips should keep knowledge, especially the know- 
ledge of those truths which appertain to the 
salvation of man. The Holy Scriptures, doctrinal 
theology with moral theology, including personal 
ethics and history, are the proper subjects for our 
study. It is grievous to think how much time 
and opportunity have been lost by great numbers 
of the clergy, who, after passing the examination 
for priest’s orders at the age of twenty-five or 
twenty-six, have lived on for forty or fifty years 
with no definite plan of study in those special 
matters in which they ought to be teachers of 
their brethren. Let me urge you seriously to 
consider this, and to do your part in your day to 
remove this great cause of weakness to the Church 
and religion generally. There are now oppor- 
tunities and assistance offered, such as the Society 
for Sacred Study and others. Every priest 
ought to have a plan of study all through his life. 

But do not let me mislead you: the study of 
the life of Jesus would not lead you to spend all 
your time in your study with your books. Those 
whom He kept with Himself and then sent out 
to preach, He also sent out to heal the sick, and 
very much of our Lord’s own time was spent in 
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attending to the bodily wants of those whose souls 
He came to save, in feeding the hungry and 
healing the sick, attending, that is, to the bodily 
needs of the people; these things form a large 
part of our Lord’s example. Do not be dis- 
couraged, or grow weary of attending to the 
simple needs of the poor. They may seem trifles 
to you, but they are of great concern to them. 
Their poverty and their little knowledge en- 
courage habits of trustfulness and faith ; but such 
a condition needs the watchful care of the Good 
Shepherd, who knows His sheep, knows their 
‘bodily wants, their mental difficulties and pre- 
judices, and the needs of their souls. The Good 
Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep ; patient, 
tender, loving watchfulness, taking trouble for 
them, these are the proofs of the doctrine, which 
they can understand far better than mere 
intellectual expositions of the faith. When they 
trust you, they will learn from you; when they 
see the marks of the Christ-like character in you, 
they will accept the truth as it is in Jesus. May 
God grant a rich blessing on him who has given 
us this great gift, and on all who shall be trained 
for the sacred ministry in this place, that they 
may become Christ-like ministers, and by their 


120 SERMONS AND ADDRESSES 


word and good examples teach the truth as Jesus 
would have it taught to the people. 

Only one word more. The commission of the 
Apostles was to preach, to heal the sick, and to 
cast out devils. This reminds us that we have 
not only to fight against flesh and blood and the 
opposing wit of man, but there are supernatural 
forces opposed to us to overcome which we shall 
need supernatural strength. This, too, we shall 
have if we use the supernatural means entrusted 
to us-—the supernatural power of prayer, the 
supernatural power of the revealed Word, the 
supernatural power of the Sacraments. 


SILT. 
GRACE AND PEACE. 


“Grace be to you, and peace from God the Father, and 
from the Lord Jesus Christ.” EPHESIANS I. 2. 


THESE were the habitual words with which the 
great Apostle St. Paul addressed the Churches 
and the individuals to whom he wrote, and they 
must often have seemed in strange contrast to 
the circumstances of the Apostle’s life. He tells 
us himself that he was in perils by sea and by 
land—‘‘In perils of waters, in perils of robbers, 
in perils by my own countrymen, in perils by the 
heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the 
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among 
false brethren. In weariness and painfulness, in 
watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings 
often, in cold and nakedness.” Even sometimes 
he wrote from the actual condition of captivity ; 
yet, though he was in all those varied and 


1 Preached at St. John the Divine, Kennington. May, 1889. 
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apparently diverse conditions, still these same 
words came from him as his habitual mode of 
addressing the faithful, “ Grace and peace be to 
you ” 

The words are constantly the same, and the 
order in which he uses them is the same, too. 
First “ grace” and then ‘“‘ peace”. Grace, which 
expresses God’s love towards man, and peace, 
which is the blessed restfulness which results 
from it. All, no doubt, desire peace, but all do 
not consider the condition on which it is to be 
obtained. Peace even in this world has some- 
times to be obtained by war. The soldier gives 
his life to his country, not for the sake of war, 
but for the sake of peace. The aim of the true 
warrior is peace, but he knows that oftentimes 
the condition on which it must be obtained is 
war. So it is with the higher peace between 
ourselves and God. It rests on its own true con- 
dition. What that condition is the Apostle seems 
to teach us in his constant mode of addressing 
Christians, and in the order in which he addressed 
them—first grace and then peace. Peace, true 
peace, must rest on grace. 

If then peace rests upon grace, where is this 
grace to be found? You know the answer. In 
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Christ. Yes; this must be our first answer. 
Those who seek for peace must look to Christ. 
You must look for grace in Christ. This is how 
the Beloved Apostle beheld the Incarnate Son of 
God—‘ The Word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us, full of grace and truth”. Grace and 
truth came by Jesus Christ. ‘And of His fulness 
have all we received, and grace for grace.” This 
is the Scriptural view of Christ. He is the re- 
vealer of new truth, He is the source of a new 
life. He came that we might have life, and have 
it more abundantly. | 

Observe, brethren, how different this is from 
the view with which many writers would now 
have us regard Christianity and Christ. They 
speak of Him simply as a model character ; 
speaking of Him no doubt with admiration, 
pointing out His marvellously high example, 
His simplicity, His gentleness, His kindness, His 
benevolence, His compassion, His mercy, His 
self-devotion, His self-sacrifice. All this is most 
beautiful and most true; but if this is all we 
mean when we speak of Christ, we are not 
preaching the Christ of the Gospels, we are not 
preaching the Christ of Whom the Beloved 
Apostle speaks when he spoke of Him as full of 
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grace and truth. It would not satisfy St. Paul's 
method who began all his epistles. with ‘“‘ Grace 
and peace from God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ,” and ends so many of his epistles 
with ‘ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ “— 
that grace and peace which came through Jesus 
Christ—this is the way in which St. Paul seems 
to set the picture, when he would have you be- 
hold the Incarnate Son of God, not merely as a 
model, moral man, but as the new fountain of life 
for you. 

It is true that this Scriptural knowledge of 
Christ is not to be obtained without special help 
from God; it is not to be obtained by any mere 
progress in education, or by all those valuable 
results which come to us from our civilization. 
No, believe me, it wants something more than 
that. It is from above, and it wants help from 
above. ‘Set me up upon the rock that is higher 
than I”—that is the cry of the Psalmist ; and 
that must be the cry of every one who would 
know Jesus Christ as St. John pointed Him out, 
and as St. Paul preached Him. It wants help 
from above, it belongs to that higher wisdom, it 
belongs to that revelation which God alone can 
give. This is what we need. If we would see 
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Jesus to be full of grace and truth, as St. John 
saw Him, we must not study His character simply 
by the exercise of our natural faculties alone, 
but we must make a humble, earnest prayer for 
the spirit of illumination. This is exactly what 
St. Paul did himself, for we find him praying, 
“That I may know Him and the power of His 
Resurrection”. That was his prayer not many 
years after he had written proclaiming the truth 
of the fact of the Resurrection of the Lord. To 
St. Paul, beyond the simple miraculous fact of 
the Resurrection, if it was to be anything to him, 
it must be an outflowing of an endless stream of 
new life. Apostle as he was, it was the power 
of the Risen life that he prayed he might know. 
And need we be ashamed to bend our knees and 
ask God to help us to this knowledge, if this 
chosen vessel felt the need himself? No, believe 
me, when I say how much there is to be learned 
before we are really believers in Christ as the 
Bible would have us believe. 

As St. Paul prayed thus for himself, so we 
find him praying for those whom he had taught. 
In the Epistle to the Ephesians he prays that 
God would open the eyes of their understanding. 
‘‘T cease not,” he says, “to give thanks for you, 
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making mention of you in my prayers, that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ may give unto 
you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of Him.” That is what he prayed 
for these saints and the faithful at Ephesus, that 
God would open the eyes of their understanding, 
or rather the eyes of their hearts. Still there 
was the film of sin, still there was a want of 
clearness as to the possibilities of a true believer, 
and the Apostle bent his knees again and again 
for the faithful at Ephesus that the eyes of their 
hearts might be enlightened, and that they might 
know the hope of their calling. Are we not 
sometimes apt to be desponding, sometimes apt 
to be wavering, sometimes apt to doubt? Is it 
not because we have not had our eyes opened to 
see what the hope of our calling is? 

Further, what did he pray for? That they 
might know “the riches of the glory of their in- 
heritance in the saints”. Nowadays, people say, 
God forgets us. Look at the poverty, look at 
the suffering, look at the misery, look at the op- 
pression ; is it possible that God is mindful of 
us? O bend your knees, and ask that you may 
understand more clearly the riches of the glory 
of the inheritance of the saints; upon your knees 
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pray that the eyes of your hearts may be opened, 
and that you may see for a moment the sparkling 
of a part of the gems of the crown which the 
Saviour is most assuredly holding for you. Do 
not forget what the riches of the glory of the 
inheritance mean, the inexhaustible glory of the 
inheritance to which this hope is directed. 

And then that they may know, besides the 
hope, and besides the glory, the power which 
will bring this to pass. ‘ And what is the ex- 
ceeding greatness of His power to us-ward who 
believe.” The limitless power by which God 
will enable His friends to come up higher and 
higher till they reach to the steps of the Throne, 
and then sit upon the Throne with the Son, and 
are crowned there as priests and kings before 
Him for ever. Ah! that we might have the 
eyes of our hearts opened to know the greatness 
of His power to us-ward, to know the concentra- 
tion of the power which God brings to bear upon 
every true believer in Him! 

Surely all this is very different from a mere 
moral Christ. And so the Apostle gives, as it 
were, an evidence of the proof of this power, by 
reminding the Christians at Ephesus of the power 
which God wrought in Christ, which He put 
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forth when He raised Him from the dead, which 
He showed again when He said to Him, Come 
up higher, and when the Saviour ascended to 
the Throne of His own peculiar glory to take 
again the worship of angels and archangels, but 
now with the humanity which He had taken 
from us—that they might know this power, as 
having relation with us, the greatness of this 
power which He wrought in Christ when He 
raised Him from the dead and set Him ‘“‘at His 
own right hand in the heavenly places, far above 
all principality, and power, and might, and do- 
minion, and every name that is named, not only 
in this world but also in that which is to come, 
and hath put all things under His feet”. The 
Resurrection of Christ, the Ascension of Christ, 
the universal dominion of Christ, and then the 
Apostle adds, the Headship of Christ over His 
Church. Is it not so? Thanks be to God for 
the wonders He has worked in our Church of Eng- 
land during these last past years, but is there 
not room for the Apostle’s prayer amongst us 
still, that the eyes of our heart may be opened, 
so that we may see peace resting on grace, and 
grace as found in Christ? And then that we may 
see Him as “ Head over all,” united to the Church 
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as really, and as closely, and as vitally as the head 
is to the body, so that the Church is His body, the 
receptacle, as it were, of all the gifts and blessings 
of Christ Himself. What room is there for 
trembling? What we need is more prayer upon 
our knees, that the eyes of our heart may be 
opened, not that we may have a new Gospel, 
but that we may see Him as He is, the ruling, 
guiding Head of the Church. 

If Christ be a mere moral example, if the 
Church is a mere human society, then no wonder 
if the world is startled and perplexed when we 
speak of the Church as being to us more precious 
than our liberty, or even our lives; but if by the 
aid of the Holy Spirit we can see Jesus to be 
the Lord, if we can see Him, who is Head over 
all, to be the head of the Church, which is His 
body ; if we can see that body to be the cove- 
nanted receptacle of the gifts and graces of Christ, 
then we know where true peace will be found— 
not where Christ is dethroned from His own 
Divinity, not where Christ is relegated to distant 
ages and looked upon merely as a moral, pattern 
man, but where Christ is present, full of grace 
and truth, looking to His own most true promise, 
“Lo, Iam with you always, even unto the end 
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of the world”. It is because you in this parish 
have been taught the truth as it is in Jesus, 
because you have been taught to look for the 
Christ as revealed in Scripture, as St. John and 
St. Paul knew Him, as the Head of the Church, 
full of grace and truth; it is for this reason that 
the church in this parish has become to you so 
inexpressibly dear, so beyond all words satisfying 
to you, giving you peace. Yes, in this parish 
you do know the meaning of peace, and peace 
that is found, through the grace of Christ, in His 
Body which is the Church; and it is this true 
peace of head and heart, it is this true peace 
based on the grace of Christ which has made 
your parish not only such a source of happiness 
to yourselves, but which has disarmed suspicion 
and outlived prejudice, and made you to be an 
object of reverent admiration—I had almost said 
of envy—to those who live around you. But if 
you have great privileges, you have also great 
responsibilities. Do not shrink from these. 
Show by the evidence of your lives that the 
Church is His Body, that He is the Head. 
This is the evidence that touches the world most, 
and it is the evidence to which the Saviour Him- 
self pointed. Let your lives be pure, holy, self- 
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devoted, Christ-like, and then you will help 
others not to stop at the mere contemplation of ~ 
Christ as a model moral character, but to see in 


you the evidence of the life-giving power which 
you find from Christ in the Church. 


EV: 


ADDRESS TO LAY READERS. 
1908. 


“‘Commending ourselves to every man’s conscience.” — 
2 CORINTHIANS IV. 2. 


My Dear Brethren and Fellow-Workers in the 
Lord,— 

I am very glad and thankful for this oppor- 
tunity of meeting you. 

The companionship of good people seems to 
me more and more to be a real and helpful thing. 

I should like to say a few words to you on 
this occasion. 

Our meeting is, as you know, the result and 
outcome of much thought and prayer and work, 
and I desire to thank all who have been taking 
part in this effort to organize and perfect the lay 
work in our Diocese, for the great trouble that 
they have taken. 

The general features of the scheme you know. 


1. The chief objects are— 
132 
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(z) To re-organize the work of Lay Readers 
in the Diocese, so as 

(4) To secure a larger number of lay helpers 
by an organization extending over all parts of the 
Diocese. It is hoped that the Wardens in the 
different districts will find out pious men for the 
work, 

(c) And further, to increase the usefulness of 
Lay Readers by giving some of them commis- 
sions to take services in consecrated buildings. 
This is a great step in advance, and, it is hoped, 
will be of great value. 

(dz) To raise the standard of efficiency, as far 
as possible, of Licensed as well as Commissioned 
Readers. 

2. The chief danger against which we must 
guard is allowing the idea that the Commissioned 
Reader can relieve the incumbent of either of his 
legal services on a Sunday. A clergyman must 
not, for example, go away for his holiday and 
leave either of his legal services to be taken by 
the Commissioned Reader. Only under most 
exceptional circumstances ought the Commis- 
sioned Reader to relieve the incumbent of 
either of his two legal services; and if such 
exceptional occasion does occur, notice of the 
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fact should be made at once to the District 
Warden. 

The normal functions, therefore, will be for 
Licensed Readers to help as heretofore in uncon- 
secrated buildings, and Commissioned Readers 
to help in consecrated buildings, by taking, where 
there are two churches, a service which the in- 
cumbent is not legally bound to take, or by 
preaching occasionally after Evensong, when the 
sermon is regarded as not a statutory obligation. 

This additional help in the case of two churches, 
we hope, will be of great value; as instead of 
each church being closed for half the day, as is 
often the case, it will be possible to hold two 
services in each church. 

Such is the formal business, of which I have 
to remind you, to prevent mistakes. But I 
should like not to lose this opportunity of saying 
a word more. 

In delivering a gospel message, if it is to be a 
life-giving message, there must be in the preacher 
a sense of message, and a desire to deliver it. 
A sense of message. This is included in what is 
technically called “ Mission”; it belongs to the 
Church doctrine of ‘apostolic succession,” both 
of which are included in the gift of Ordination. 
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This has always been a great support and 
strength to those who have been ordained. It is 
a safeguard against the feeling of personal weak- 
ness; at the same time it has, I fear, been a 
temptation and a ground for complaint against 
the Church. It has given an occasion to adver- 
saries to say that we trust to our official position, 
and not to the real inward gift of the Holy Spirit. 

I speak of this to you, dear friends, this after- 
noon, because, though you have not received the 
full gift of Holy Orders, yet you have come to 
receive a special licence or commission from the 
Church to enable you to take a share in her 
ministration, more especially in the ministry of 
the Word, in the reading and expounding the 
Holy Scriptures. 

I wanted, therefore, to say to you that, while 
this licence or commission which you have received 
should rightly give you a sense of authority and 
power, and lead you to trust to God's sustaining 
Presence with you, yet I earnestly hope and 
trust that this sense of mission will be in each and 
all not merely an official sense of mission, but 
what I venture to call a personal sense of message, 
a feeling of having something you want to say. 

After the experience of more than fifty years 
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in the ministry, this is what I still desire for my- 
self, that God would give me something to say, 
give me Hs message that may be for His glory 
and the good of those that hear me. 

This message, of course, will take different 
forms, according to the needs of the people. It 
may be sternand severe. Ehud, you remember, 
said to Eglon, King of Moab, “I have a message 
from God unto thee,” and that message was a 
dagger with two edges. Or it may be words of 
stern rebuke, like those of John Baptist to King 
Herod, ‘‘It is not lawful for thee to have her”. 
But in the main your message is the good news of 
the Gospel, the message of salvation, through 
the love of God as shown to us in the face of 
Jesus Christ. It is the offer of pardon and 
grace to amend, to all who repent and are 
willing to come back to God through Jesus 
Christ in the power of His Spirit. That is the 
great message that we are all commissioned to 
give. 

But what I am anxious always for myself to 
have, and what I desire for you, is a personal 
sense of this message in myself, and the desire to 
deliver it to others. 

It has been truly said “nothing axonymous 
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will persuade,” i.e. that the faith and conduct of 
the preacher give life and power to his message. 
Thus preaching is different from mere teaching. 
You may teach mathematics or geography with- 
out being fully convinced. But in delivering the 
Gospel message, if it is to be a living life-giving 
message, there must be in the preacher a sense 
of message and the desire to deliver it. 

How, you will ask, is this sense of message to 
be cultivated ? 

I will mention three chief ways: (1) by reading, 
(2) by observation, (3) by prayer. 

1. By reading, especially and above all by 
reading the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments. Here we have the revealed mind 
and purpose of God. Here we have His way 
of looking at things and of doing things. Here 
we can best learn the mind and ways of God. 
This culminates in the study of the New Testa- 
ment and the life of our Blessed Lord. We have 
to preach Christ. This requires constant reading 
of the Bible. 

2. Observation. Our Blessed Lord for the 
most part spoke to the people by parables. He 
showed them the inner meaning of the world 
which He had made. And it is by reverent 
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observation of and love for nature, and nature’s 
greatest perfection—man,—of the seed, the har- 
vest field and the like, that we may teach that 
meaning and bring it home to the people. Get 
them to think, not by hard words or long argu- 
ments, but by simple illustration, bringing home 
to them the message you have to deliver ; not 
trusting merely to the intellect, but appealing to 
the heart, the emotions, the conscience, the will 
—our moral and spiritual powers. 

3. Prayer. After all we can do, it is God who 
gives the increase. 

The peace of God, of which we tell the people, 
is a peace that surpasses any description we can 
give of it ; it is conveyed through our words, but 
it means more than we can express. And it is 
the Holy Spirit Who must bring our message 
home to the hearts of the hearers, and unfold to 
them its full meaning. 

Therefore, let me urge you, my brethren, to 
constant, earnest prayer, that you may feel in 
yourselves the ineffable value of your message, 
and with all the mysterious power of personal 
conviction deliver it to the people. 

This will mean earnest prayer to God to teach 
you your message, and then trusting to the pre- 
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sence and power of the Holy Spirit to do His 
will. 

‘“Commending ourselves to every man’s con- 
science,” appealing not merely to the mind, but 
also to the heart, the conscience, the will, winning 
the whole man to the love of God. 


SAG 
GOOD FRIDAY ADDRESSES? 


Some people find fault with us for observing days 
and seasons. But it is only true to human nature 
and common sense to-set apart special times for 
special duties. 

For example, we all have our own domestic 
calendar, a record of birthdays, weddings, and 
anniversaries of deaths. 

So then we are only letting our hearts have their 
true outcome when we come to Good Friday and 
try then to set apart that day, or a part of it, to 
think specially of our Lord’s death during the 
hours that He hung upon the cross. Is it nothing 
to you all ye that pass by? 

In what I shall say I want to keep two lines 
of thought in your minds. 

1. To think of the ineffable, inappreciable value 
of the event which we have come to celebrate, 


? Preached at Burgh. 1903. 
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the death of the Son of God to redeem the whole 
of the world—you and me. 

2. To try and see if we can bring home to our- 
selves any practical lessons, in following the ex- 
ample of our Saviour Jesus Christ. For if we 
are to be like Christ we must bear the cross in 
some way. And in this connexion I would direct 
your attention specially to the Collect for the 
second Sunday after Easter. You remember 
when Saul heard the voice, he said, not only 
“Who art Thou?” but, “ Lord, what wouldst 
Thou have me to do?” 

First Word.— Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.” 

Mark His perfect unselfishness. How hard it 
is to make the best of people when they treat us 
wrongly! They do not know perhaps how much 
they hurt us. But there is a deeper mystery in 
this word. Is it not intended to lead us to think 
of the unfathomable depths of the mystery of sin? 
When we sin we know not indeed what we do; 
how (to speak only of one thing) we wound some 
other heart. And if even a sensitive Auman heart 
feels wounded by our sin, what must it be then 
to the loving heart of God? 

Sin is a far wider-reaching thing for evil than 
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we are often apt to think. A child throws a 
pebble into a pond—only a little child—only a 
little pebble. It falls in one spot, yes, but the 
ever-widening ripples from that one spot at length 
reach the bank and cover the whole surface of 
the pond. 

When we think of our numberless sins, sins 
of omission and commission, are they not far- 
reaching in their effects, as the little child’s pebble ? 
Who can tell how much clearer the vision of truth 
might have been to us if we had not blinded our- 
selves by sin; how much stronger our faith if we 
had not weakened our will by that sin? 

What can we try and learn from this far-reach- 
ing effect of sin? Thecross wasasmall thing, only 
a little longer than a man, but that little cross of 
Christ was the battlefield of the sin of the whole 
world. All through history we see that the area 
of battlefields is always out of all proportion to 
the benefits obtained by the victory. Soin each 
of our lives, where is the battle hottest with me ? 
Perhaps it is only on some one small sin, finding 
out the weakest point of our nature. Let us 
concentrate our hearts on ¢ha¢. Lift up your 
hearts, dear friends. We lift them up unto the 
Lord. 
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And let us remember that the ripples of the 
pebble and the far-reaching effects of our sins, 
yes, and all created things, are, and always must 
be short of the unfathomable love of God. Jesus 
prayed, ‘‘ Father, forgive them,” and He offered 
His blood for the sins of the whole world. 

Second Word.— To-day shalt thou be with 
Me in Paradise.” 

Jesus would not leave us with a prayer. In 
thts word we have something more. How 
swiftly the Saviour’s love was conveyed to the 
man beside him, condemned to the severest 
penalty of the law. 

We cannot reckon up the sum of our ow sins, 
much less of the sins of others. But the Saviour 
reckons it up and puts it all away with the words 
—‘ To-day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise”. 
_ How the thought of pardoning love comes well- 
ing up, welling up. There is zo sin that we can 
commit, but, if we look up at Jesus and ask to 
be forgiven, we ave forgiven, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ cleanseth us. 

And notice that here was no easy-going good 
nature letting the sinner off. For the thief dd 
suffer—he was crucified. God, with His infinite 
love, is infinite justice too. You remember what 
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Ananias said when told by Christ to go and see 
Saul. He said in effect, ‘“You are being too 
easy with him”. But note Christ’s reply, “/ 
will show you what things he must suffer for My 
Name's sake”. Too tender and too gentle is the 
human heart to be dealt with by the rough hand 
of man, but Jesus dealt with it. 

And there is something more. In the be- 
wilderment caused by the memory of sin, and in 
many other ways, suffering for our sin continues, 
even after we have turned to the Lord. Then 
it is a comfort to think for a moment of how much 
this penitent thief was allowed to suffer, even 
after he had heard the Saviour’s word. He had 
even to see that Saviour de. 

When we lose heart, when the Body of 
Christ, the Church, is assaulted and injured, 
think what that thief endured to see the Saviour 
die. 

When we suffer loneliness and isolation it is 
no argument that we are not forgiven. Do not 
let it make us doubt the reality of our pardon. 
We have been Baptized, Confirmed, Communi- 
cated, Absolved, yet we have to suffer still. 

And notice the Saviour did not. axgue with 
him, Ah, dear brothers, it is the Ze that tells. 
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Preach to them, show them the Cross of Christ, 
but win them, win them by the example and 
sympathy of your lives.’ 

Third Word.—‘* Woman, behold thy son.” 

Like a true shepherd Christ began His words 
with the wandering, “Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do”. Then He spoke 
to one who dad been wandering, but was now 
coming back. Not till then did He speak to 
one who had never wandered from Azm—His 
mother. This word often seems to me to be the 
harmony of the rst and 5th Commandments. 
How to harmonize these two is often a most 
difficult problem. — In this word there is a wonder- 
ful example for us of the harmony of these Com- 
mandments. I would say to you my brothers 
who are going out to preach the Cross of Christ 
in far-off lands, Do not be in too great a hurry. 
After the Saviour had said, ‘‘ Wist ye not that I 
must be about My Father’s business?” He came 
to Nazareth and was subject unto them, and lived 
with them for eighteen more years. 

‘Fathers provoke not your children to anger 
lest they be discouraged.” Do we fathers take 


1 These words were specially addressed to the students of the 
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care not to discourage our children? Let us 
pause for a moment and think whether we may 
not perhaps have discouraged some young ones 
from giving themselves to the service of the Lord. 
He stayed at home till the time came, but when 
He went He went, and when afterwards those 
round Him said, ‘“‘ Behold thy mother and thy 
brethren are without desiring to speak with 
Thee,” He said, “‘ Who is my mother and who 
are my brethren?” Had Jesus forgotten His 
mother then? This word from the Cross gives 
us a beautiful answer. 

He made provision for her, both for her body 
and her soul. To whose home did He commit 
His mother? Not to the home of any chance 
passer-by, but to the home of that loved disciple 
whom He had trained by leaning on His breast. 
He thought for the mind, and for the sympathy 
His mother would want, as well as for her bodily 
comfort. 

Don't be afraid, my brothers, the ~st and 5th 
Commandments both come from God. 

What ought we to try and practically do, dear 
friends? ‘Try to be gentle, not to bring about a 
conflict between the 1st and 5th Commandments. 
Look at His home life; if we followed His ex- 
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ample in zf there would be first, when we are 
young, obedience, then patience. Think of 
those thirty years. Patience, patience, and God 
will discipline you to do good work for Him 
yet. 

Then let there be an increasing inner spirit of 
detachment,—‘‘ Wist ye not that I must be about 
My Father’s business?” It is surely not an ac- 
cident that these are our Lord’s first recorded 
words. 

Then there must be a getting rid of all kinds 
of selfishness. 

Obedience. Patience. Detachment. Pro- 
vision for, not forgetfulness of others. 

Fourth Word.—“ My God, My God, why hast 
Thou forsaken Me?” 

This is the first word that refers to Himself. 
Now he speaks about Himself. And what a 
disappointment it is! Surely now that He has 
provided for others we shall see His soul rise up 
to God, like the prophet of old in horses and 
chariots, or as in His own Transfiguration. A 
great disappointment as it seems. Forsaken! 
Well, dear friends, it is beyond our power to 
understand this, but one thing we may be quite 


sure of, He was of forsaken, and He knew it. 
1o.* 
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It is a proof of the true reality of His human 
nature that He could cry out in that way and yet 
have an unshaken conviction that God was with 
Him, “ AZy God, My God”. 

In this cry, this word, we have the utterance 
of the expression of the incommunicable anguish 
of the Sin Bearer. It may be intended that we 
should learn from it something of the awfulness 
of what sin does in alienating the soul from God. 

There is one thing ove awful than to fall into 
the hands of the Living God, and that is to fall 
out of His hands. 

This is the utterance of the Saviour at this 
supreme moment, as He realized what He was 
doing in bearing the sins of the whole world. 
Bodily suffering did not wring from Him such a 
_cry as this. Do we suffer from terrible isolation 
and loneliness? It belongs to the inner heart of 
Jesus. 

It is a comfort to us to know that He asked 
why, and got no answer, no answer and was con- 
tent. In times of depression and despondency 
let us remember that we have the sympathy of 
Jesus with us. 

There may be also consolation if we think of 
the moment in His agony at which this word oc- 
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curred—very near the end. So it is with even 
good people sometimes, when they come near to 
their end, Satan begins to persecute them afresh 
with tormenting questions. But if God lets us 
be tried in this way, Jesus was permitted to be 
tried in the same way. And if this trial comes 
to us, let us follow His example and do as 
He did. What did He do? He prayed, He 
looked up to God, that was where He knew 


consolation alone could come from. “I knew 
thee in the wilderness, in the land of great 
drought.” 


Fifth Word.—| thirst.” In its simplest 
meaning this word is a proof of the reality of the 
human nature of our Lord, and also of the reality 
of His example in bearing pain. 

We ought to do what we can to think of the 
pains of others, and relieve them. Let us not 
too easily pass by and forget the fact that while 
we ourselves may be preserved from pain, yet 
close round about us some are suffering. Am I 
doing what I can to relieve the sufferings and 
pains of others, by even subscribing to hospitals 
if we cannot do the work ourselves? 

And there is here a lesson for some of us who 
are growing old, and if not pain, yet incon- 
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venience comes upon us. Do not be above 
owning and acknowledging it. It always seems 
to me an example of the perfection of our Saviour 
that He allowed Simon to help Him bear His 
cross. 

We are tempted to fret and be impatient be- 
cause we can’t do what we used to do, for 
example, in religious exercises ; we cannot attend 
sO many services as we used to attend, we cannot 
come fasting to the Holy Communion, we cannot 
kneel so long at a time. And people say things 
of us that we do not like to be said. Never 
mind what people say. It is zo¢ for the criticism 
of shallow-minded or weak-minded people that 
the Saviour set us an example, but to be real 
and true. 

That is the simple and natural meaning of this 
fifth word. 

But, dear friends, such words suggest a higher, 
more spiritual meaning. He said He had meat 
to eat that they knew not of—that His meat was 
to do the Father’s will and to finish His work, 
that those who hungered and thirsted after 
righteousness should be filled. He hungered and 
thirsted to complete the will of God. Do we 
hunger and thirst after righteousness? Do we 
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thirst for souls? Do we hunger to do the will of 
God? 

What is the natural condition of hunger ? 

Is it not— 

1. When we are in good health ? 

2. When we are young, and growing, and in- 
creasing in strength? 

3. When we are actively employing our 
strength in work? 

Why is it then that we have not this hunger ? 

Is it because our soul is sick with sin? Or is 
it that we are not going on in our spiritual life, 
nor growing in grace? Or is it that we are not 
working for- God? What ave we doing for 
God? 

But if we Zave these three conditions, as it 
were, of this hunger and thirst, we do ourselves 
enter into the spirit of these words. 

Let us ask ourselves, Have we these marks 
of spiritual hunger and thirst ; and if not, why 
not? 

Sixth Word.— It is finished.” 

Our Lord knew what He had done, that He 
had done the will of His Father completely. 
And what was that ? 

Down in hell the serpent’s head was bruised. 
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On earth the AT-ONE-MENT of man with God 
had been accomplished. 

In Heaven: heaven was now opened to all 
believers. 

And yet what a contrast the actual look of the 
state of things presented, if we had been there to 
see. He had failed—had been taken, and His 
followers scattered. Now He had Himself 
apparently collapsed. So it all looked / 

I said that a battlefield was a small area in 
comparison with the results—the victory. If 
you visit the field immediately after a battle, 
there seems to be but confusion and collapse. 

But in the end there will be great results. 

But how are we to take hold of this word and 
use it for our example? Which of us could say, 
“Tt is finished,” with regard to our lives ? Oh! 
the ragged ends—the neglected opportunities! 
What can we try to do? We cannot expect to 
complete anything really great in our lives. It 
has been well put, ‘the small man will see 
something to do, and do it, but the really great 
man will die before it is accomplished”. What 
we should try to do is this :— 

See that the Aurfose of our life is settled. 
Have | got any real purpose in my life? And is 
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it a purpose according to the will and mind of 
God? Have I got my mind steadily fixed to ¢ry 
to do something which I believe is in accordance 
with His will ? 

1. Have I a purpose ? 

2. Is that purpose in accordance with the will 
and mind of God? Never mind if we do not 
complete what we want to do. Are we working 
at some work about which we could say, “I have 
finished the work that Thou gavest me to do”? 

Our work may be but a fragment as far as out- 
ward completion goes. But it is not a fragment 
as far as the inward purpose of it goes. 

In this way we may leave this world better 
than when we found it, because we have brought 
to the front, as it were zz our work, something of 
the will and purpose of God. 

Let this word therefore not take the heart out 
of us by any wrong despondency, but let us refer 
the word to the real purfose of our life. 

But let us not look only down at ourselves. 
Let us lift up our hearts thankfully to Him. 

Ah! ‘‘It is finished”. The meaning of these 
three hours is that my redemption is complete! 

Seventh Word.— Father, into Thy hands | 


commend My spirit,” 
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Let me remind you how the Saviour makes 
use of the words of the Psalter, ‘My God, My 
God, why has Thou forsaken Me?” “I thirst” 
and ¢kzs word. And possibly, “It is finished” 
comes from the 22nd Psalm also. 

Look at the way the Saviour uses Scripture, 
making it His own. The word “ Father” is not 
in the Psalter. He began with “Father, for- 
give,” He ends with “ Father, into Thy hands 
I commend My spirit”. He takes the Psalter 
and makes it His own. 

Let us try to get the language of the Psalms 
to be so familiar to us that in it we may be able 
to express our deepest needs. 

In the last word I suggested that we should 
think of the purpose of our life. The word is 
now “surrender,” the giving up of self. 

Practice daily the surrender of your wills to 
our Father, in little things as well as in great 
ones. 

Then, by His unspeakable mercies, when we 
come to our last hour, our deathbed may be 
something corresponding to the quietness and 
calm of /Zzs last hour. 

God grant that after looking to His. Cross 
to-day we may go on the way of our life’s journey, 
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surrendering our wills to Him day by day and 
following His example, so that when we come to 
die it may be nothing so very new or strange, and 
we may say with Him, “ Father, into Thy hands 
I commend my spirit ”. 


I. 
CONFIRMATION ADDRESS. 
BEFORE THE LAYING ON OF HANDs. 


You will presently make your answer to the 
question which I shall put to you. You will have 
to say those words “I do”. Now what do you 
promise? First, it is to give up what is wrong ; 
you have been thinking a good deal about it, and 
have seen some things which you here deter- 
mined to give up. Many things hinder us and 
rub us the wrong way. You will guard against 
impatience, and fretfulness, and ill-temper. It is 
well to be able to be ‘“‘put about” without being 
“put out”. Things may become troublesome 
and we may be very much put about by people, 
but we must try not to be put out. Be calm— 
nothing helps others more than a gentle calmness - 
in this rough world. 

Then you promise to believe all the articles of 


1 Lincoln Cathedral. 1st October, 1888, 
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the Christian Faith; you have learnt something 
of this. Study the teaching of the Church and 
make a practice of regularly reading the Bible 
and some good book, you will find that you under- 
stand more than you thought you did. That is 
what you read the Bible for. It is the book 
which the Holy Ghost has specially written for 
you, and you will learn a great deal without 
knowing it; but you will find you are prepared 
for whatever is required of you. 

You promise to believe in God the Father who 
loves you—though you can never know how 
much He loves you; God the Son who loves 
you and redeemed you; and God the Holy 
Ghost who is now coming to you with all His 
gifts of wisdom, and understanding, and counsel, 
and power, and knowledge, and godliness, and 
holy fear. And in the Church and the Sacra- 
ments, and so on. 

And what else do you promise? That you 
will keep God's holy will and commandments, 
and walk in the same all the days of your life. 
You are to do God's will, not your own. You 
do not think so now, but it zs happier, and you 
will find it so, to do God’s will whatever it may 
be. So near as we are to the Festival of the 
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Holy Angels, which we kept on Saturday, we 
may well learn this from them—we are agreed 
that they do God's will perfectly, and we know 
that they are perfectly happy. Take it on faith ; 
you will be most happy by doing God’s will. It 
is what we say, you know, in the Lord’s Prayer, 
“Thy will be done in earth, as it is in Heaven”. 
You may have trials‘and sickness, or have to 
go away from a place where you would rather 
stay, and where you believe you would be 
happier, or friends may leave you, but you must 
be ready to do God’s Will whatever it may be. 
You would like to stay here, but it really does 
not matter where we are, so long as we are doing 
His will as the angels do till we do it perfectly 
with them, and with those who have gone before 
us—perfectly happy in His presence. 


AFTER THE Layinc on oF Hanps. 


And now you will go back to the old home. | 
know there is a little feeling of separation, but 
still let there be (1) obedience and (2) usefulness. 
It is different now—there is something which 
was not there ten minutes ago—a mark. Quite 
silently and gently the Holy Ghost has come to 
you, and now you are not quite like your younger 
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sister—there is a mark upon you—you have a 
new responsibility: you have come to years of 
discretion in religion ; your parents have acknow- 
ledged it by bringing you here; but still do not 
cease to be obedient, always keep to that. Think 
of our Blessed Lord’s obedience in the home at 
Nazareth till he was thirty years old. Remember 
the example of the Saviour. 

And let there be usefulness. How? Chiefly 
by brightness, cheerfulness, love (the gift of the 
Holy Ghost). You don’t like to go away, but 
wherever you go, if it is abroad or anywhere 
else, you will still have communion with God. 
Soon you will be coming to the Holy Commun- 
ion—you will be taught that. Let it be one of 
the greatest happinesses of your life to be a com- 
municant. Take pleasure in doing something for 
God’s Altar. Bring flowers or do a little Church 
work or something. Abroad where the churches 
are not always so well cared for, make it your 
care to see to the flowers for the Altar. Climb 
up among the rocks and get some wild flowers 
and ferns (I have often done it), and put them on 
the Altar for the Celebration. Let it be your 
Saturday’s preparation, it will be a great help and 
reminder to others. 
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You receive Christ in the Blessed Sacrament. 
Worship Him in the Holy Sacrament of the 
Altar. Don’t be afraid lest you don’t understand 
enough. You will learn more and more by 
degrees. And there will be a change—there 
will be less excitement and fervour, but more 
calm, deep devotion as you draw into closer 
communion with God. 


‘We 
CONFIRMATION ADDRESS. 
BEFORE THE LAYING ON OF HANDS, 


Tuts is a great day with you, my dear children, 
and it is a great day with the angels who always 
behold the face of your Father which is in heaven. 
But you have probably not come here without 
some trouble, and the devil has put difficulties in 
your way, but you have overcome them. And 
this is a great joy-day to the angels and to God 
Himself because He loves you and wants you to 
come closer to Him. 

And it is a joy-day to God the Son, because 
He died for you. He has been watching for 
you, and has wondered why you have not loved 
Him, when He loves you so much. And it 
is a day of joy to God the Holy Ghost, a joy 
that He may be in you in a way that He has 
never been before. 


1At All Saints, Gainsborough, 22nd November, 1888, 
T6I II 
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Every time that you have done well it has 
been the Holy Ghost drawing you on, and that 
gentle whisper has caused you to come here to- 
day to this quiet Church. And this isa great 
day for your fathers and mothers, to come here 
and hear their boys and girls stand up and say 
the “doe, 

You say it, no one else says it for you as at 
your Baptism; and all along your parents have 
been the ones to speak for you, but in a few 
moments you are going to stand up and answer 
for yourselves. 

This, too, is a great day for you. It will 
never come again. It is a great day in two 
ways -— 

(1) It should be a day of putting off something 
that is wrong, and (2) the day of ‘putting on the 
new gift of the Holy Spirit. 

You must, each of you, think of something 
that you are going to put away. Sin is like a 
wheel set rolling down a hill, you may stop it at 
first, but not afterwards. 

Sin is also like a chain which is made up of 
little links, and if bound round your arm many 
times would be almost impossible to break. 

Sin begins with very little things, as in the 
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case of betting and drinking, which I would 
warn you young men about, especially the former 
in these days. And you, too, dear young women, 
you must help them, and you have your faults, 
too; you are perhaps a little quick, vain, or ob- 
stinate, but you must say, “get thee behind me, 
Satan,” and you must say it in your heart of 
hearts. 


AFTER THE LAYING ON OF HAnps. 


You have done your outward part and done 
it well, and I believe too that you have done the 
inward part earnestly and lovingly, and God 
will never forget your “I do”. 

Now the important question is, “ How to go 
on in the way I have begun ?”’ 

First, I will say to you, that you came here to 
receive the Holy Ghost, and you may be sure 
that God won’t mock you. He has said “‘if any 
one ask bread of his father, will he give him a 
stone?” how much more then will your Heavenly 
Father not deceive you? But His meaning is 
to take you first to Paradise, and then to Heaven. 
He has said “I go to prepare a place for you,” 
and it will be only your fault if you lose that 


blessing. It is not like some competitive ex- 
11 * 
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amination, when only about fifteen out of seventy 
or eighty can pass; that might discourage you, 
but Heaven has room for all. You may say 
‘all that sounds very straight,” but how is it that 
others do not get on so well as they ought to 
do? It is because people do not know what 
God would have them do. How are you to 
know? ‘You may be sure that there are ways. 
It is like having sign-posts on the roads to tell 
you where to go, but if you won't read them and 
follow them when you have read them, it is your 
fault. Let me point out three ways by which 
you may know what God would have you do. 

1. By your conscience, that is to say, that 
which tells you if you have done anything wrong, 
and God will go on telling you by this all your 
life ; you must be very careful in listening, for 
God speaks with a very gentle voice, and you 
must never reject it ; listen to it whatever others 
may say. 

2. You may hear God's voice by His Bible. 
I want you to be very careful about that. There 
is no good having a Bible if it is laid away on 
a shelf, you must vead it. What stops most 
people is shyness, especially you young men. 
Shyness is not a sin in itself, it is very near being 
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to do it because others do not. The devil has 
many clever snares, but this is the day when you 
break them, and especially this wrong use of 
modesty. You all have some time on Sunday 
at any rate to read your Bibles, and I should like 
to ask you to begin then, if not sooner, and try 
to add the Collect for the second Sunday in 
Advent, and in your heart say some such words 
as these, ‘Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth 
Thee,” or, ‘“‘O God, help me to use my Con- 
firmation gift aright”. Among other blessings 
you will find it such a relief from the great 
burden of loneliness, which all suffer from some- 
times, and more when you are older than now. 
You want some companionship, some one to 
whom to: tell all your thoughts and troubles. 
Now see if God will not speak to you through 
His Book. 

3. You may hear God’s voice by listening and 
attending to the Church. 

Jesus said He would send the Holy Ghost, 
and He does dwell in the Church as in no other 
way. I know it may cost you something to do 
this. Perhaps your friends do not go to Church, 
then that is very hard for you, and I do feel very 
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sorry for you. But if you keep there steadily 
God will give you helps; He has provided clergy- 
men for you all over the country. Make use of 
your clergymen by going and asking them to 
hold Bible classes, or go alone and speak to 
them. Some will say ‘I hold to the Bible and 
not to the Church,” but then the Church gives 
the Bible and explains it. Now remember not 
to have the one without the other. Perhaps 
some keep to the Church and to the Bible and all 
the time are keeping some secret sin. The 
Church is to tell you what your duties are : one 
is Prayer. And here let me remind you of an- 
other snare of the devil—that of making you 
neglect prayer. 

Perhaps when you go to a new place you are 
too shy to ask God to take care of you. God 
says “ask, and you shall have”. One great gift 
God gives you is the Holy Communion. Don’t 
try to get on without it ; Christ says ‘‘ Except ye 
eat of My Flesh and drink of My Blood ye have 
no lifein you”. I know you may have difficulties 
—your parents, maybe, don’t come—ask your 
clergyman about it. The devil will try to prevent 
you. Don’t you see that the snare of shyness is 
doing a dreadful lot of harm? But the Holy 
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Spirit will make this a new day of help to 
you. 

And now, dear elder friends, perhaps you 
have been thinking “I wish I had attended to 
all this”. Well, I thank you for coming here 
to-day, and I believe that you are trying to do 
what is right, and I say go on in those ways 
and your example will be a great help to these 
young people. 

I will tell you the story of a young mother that 
I know. She has five children of her own, and 
she tells me that she cannot often get to the daily 
morning and evening services of her Church, but 
she goes when she can, and the thing that cheers 
her more than anything else when she goes is the 
sight of a dear old lady between eighty and ninety, 
who is always there at every service, to pray 
and hear the Word of God. 

Another story I would tell you about an old 
church that stands close to a river, where the 
river runs into the sea; on this church there was 
an old flagstaff which the people of the place were 
afraid might blow down sometime, so they de- 
cided to take it down. But no sooner was it 
down than some old fishermen came and asked 
that it might be put up again because they would 
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miss it so, it had been a guide to them for so 
many years. 

So now, dear friends, you will find that it was 
your steady example that guided them. And, 
oh, this zs a great day, and it skal/ be a great day 
when another band is added to the Heavenly 
Host when they will sing that New Song. 


III. 
CONFIRMATION ADDRESS! 
BEFORE THE LAVYING ON oF Hanps. 


Ir is a great pleasure to me to be present. You 
who are to be confirmed this evening are not 
children, but grown-up persons, and this is just 
what we want—a proof of what religion is all 
about. If religion was just to enable us to get 
on respectably in this life, and nothing more, 
many people might say, “I shall do; I’ve got 
on so far very well; I’m content”. Well! they 
might do pretty well in this world, dz¢ is that all? 
Religion says—there is another world before you, 
and with most of you, half at least of your allotted 
time on earth is passed away. Dear people, in 
coming here this evening you are giving your 
witness of the life to come. You have come to 
do the best you can for heaven. You remember 


1 This address was given at a confirmation of adults at Weston, 


near Spalding. June, 1888. 
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our Lord's parable of the Great Supper, and of 
the man who had not on a wedding garment. 
Garments were provided at the door for those 
who had none, and who needed one. The 
penitent thief, you remember him, he was at the 
door, and he had not on a wedding garment, 
and he was to die that night, and he asked 
humbly for one, and Christ gave him one.“ To- 
day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise.” Ah! 
dear people, I can imagine people who live for 
this world only, saying to you: ‘‘ What's the use 
of allthis?” Well, Z see the use of it. I see in 
your coming here a beautiful example of a desire 
to get ready for Paradise. You come because 
you feel more and more the great importance of 
the coming world. Youhave come here to receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost. Dear friends, He will 
never leave you, and when by His grace you enter 
Paradise, you will feel that you still have with you 
the great gift which you come here to receive to- 
day. People sometimes say, “I don’t think you 
need be confirmed”. Well, I should like to ask 
such people, ‘“‘ Have you ever been in Paradise? 
Have youZassed the judgment seat of God?” We 
know what the Bible has to tell us about these 
things, and about Confirmation as a preparation 
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for them, and we believe the Bible : and the Holy 
Ghost has taught the Church all through the 
ages to believe in this giving and receiving of the 
Holy Spirit, and you are here for the very pur- 
pose of receiving the gift. 

Think again: Satan is very watchful, and 
married people, old people, are not safe from his 
attacks. Look at David. He must have been 
40 years of age when he greatly sinned, yielding 
to the temptation of Satan. Look at Solomon 
again, very wise, very clever; but after middle 
age how sadly he fell away! How Satan 
buffeted Job ; a married man with ten children ! 
St. Peter again, a married man, how he fell! 
Look at the Saviour Himself, tempted in the 
Wilderness when 30 years of age, three years or 
three-and-a-half years before His death. Oh! 
you are here, dear people, to say from the bottom 
of your heart, ‘‘I do renounce Satan”. Yes, it 
is all so real. Look at the Bible, and you'll see 
the good of your coming to be confirmed, and 
what an example your coming here is to young 
people, how it helps to make them thoughtful, 
and to consider the importance of the things 
which are to come. 

And then again, as we get older we have 
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special needs for the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
We are apt to get impatient, we are tempted to 
be distrustful, and suspicious. Oh! do seek 
through the help of God’s Holy Spirit to keep a 
loving, trustful, patient, childlike heart. Look 
too at the answer you will soon be called upon 
to give to the question I must put. You mean 
in those words ‘‘I do,” I do resolve to resist 
Satan and to forsake all sin, and you mean, I do 
believe in God as my Father. Dear friends, 
have you not found it so? Oh! if you look back 
you can all of you tell me some nice things about 
the Fatherliness of God. Young people don’t 
know so much about thisas youdo. How gently 
God has dealt with me, how patient, how tender, 
how forbearing He has been with me! And I 
do believe in Jesus as my Saviour, and in the 
Holy Spirit as my Sanctifier. I look back, I see 
what has been going on. It has beena long fight, 
but it is all true, and I want more grace, and I 
will try, oh! so hard, to keep His holy Will and 
Commandments. And before the Church and 
before the holy angels shall be seen this night 
something of this acknowledgment of mine ; and 
here I am to ask for the gift of the Holy Ghost 
to make me ready for Paradise. 
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AFTER THE LavING on oF HAnps. 


Dear friends, what a pleasure this Confirmation 
is to me! What a witness for God’s cause! 
What an example for this parish! We are so 
apt to forget the future, we so easily overJook that 
which is the real thing. I must remind you of 
your special responsibility. Look at a cornfield 
as it ow is, it is full of promise, but the year is 
young yet, and you don’t take much notice of it, 
you don’t take great interest in it. But look at 
it again in the early autumn, when the corn is 
ripening, you watch it eagerly then; almost every 
body’s eyes, even little children’s eyes, are turned 
upon it then. Ah! dear people, you are that 
cornfield, ripening for harvest, and people will 
watch you, and if you slip, and if you fall they 
will point to you and say, ‘‘ Look there, he was 
confirmed lately, it has done him no good”. Ah! 
this is like what might happen in any field of 
ripening corn. Some stupid child leaves the gate 
wide open, the herd of cattle enters and treads it 
down. Were such a thing to happen, people 
would cry out! Now, don’t you be afraid. Look 
at a soldier, engaged in battle. If he were to run 
away the papers would be full of it, people would 
exclaim “that’s not like Old England. To go 
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and run away, that’s not well.” And you, dear 
people, have re-enlisted yourselves this evening 
as soldiers of Jesus Christ. Remember, a soldier 
must not be afraid. For the glory of God you 
must go bravely forward. 

One great help for you will be your Bible. I 
will take it for granted that you are on the way to 
heaven, but we lose heart, we get pressed down. 
Well! use your Bible, it is so full of hope. It 
talks so much about what is coming. It is written 
by the Holy Ghost. - Set a good example in this 
matter; young people are so shy; but if you read 
your Bible you will help them as well as your own 
selves. You may have made it a rule to read 
your Bible daily before this, but makea fresh resolu- 
tion about it zow. It will be like a fresh fountain 
springing up in your pathway of life. It will give 
you more brightness, more hope, more comfort. 
Make a special point of this. And you must 
never think that you are already safe. A bad 
accident happened a few years ago just off our 
shores. A ship, homeward bound, was sailing 
off the coast. There were the crew on deck, 
watching the cliffs, catching sight first of this little 
village, then of that church. All on asuddena 
great gust of wind rolled the ship over, and all 
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on board weredrowned. The ship, all but home, 
was wrecked, and you, you are not in Paradise 
yet ! 

Then there is prayer! You must be regular 
in this, not only for your own good, but for the 
sake of others. Let the children see you say 
your prayers: home discipline on this point is 
good, but the setting an example is far better. 
Lastly, there is Holy Communion. You will be 
able to come to that now. It is the Sacrament 
of Resurrection. People say sometimes, ‘Oh! 
you need not gotoit”. Ask such people ‘“‘ Have 
you ever seen a Resurrection?” Think of the 
fright and fear with which some people will rise 
up then, and of the comfort and joy of those who 
have tried to obey the will of Christ. Think 
again of the power of a good example in this 
respect, and how greatly needed is example. 
How few young people, comparatively, are Com- 
municants. Go through the streets of Lincoln 
on a Statute day, see the crowds of young people 
who are gathered there. Go up to them and 
speak to them, ask them one by one, ‘“‘ Are you 
a Christian?” The answer will be, ‘Oh, yes, of 
course I am”. Then ask them “Are you a 
Communicant?” and the answer most often will 
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be this, “Oh, no! I am not a Communicant ; 
it is not the way”. But did the Saviour ever 
say that Christians might please themselves, or 
that they were not to become Communicants 
until they were forty or fifty years old? 

Oh! don’t neglect this most solemn duty, this 
most blessed privilege. Don’t let it be said of 
you by those who watch you, “Ah! they don't 
go to Holy Communion, you see,” or “ Ah! they 
went once or twice, but they very soon left off”. 
I don’t say how often you should go; fix it for 
yourselves; still, you are getting on in life, so 
make up your minds to do your best. Say to 
yourselves, for example, “‘I’ll try and go once a 
month’. Do help, dear friends, to get England 
right, to get it to be what the Saviour wants. 
He will come to you so near in the Holy Com- 
munion, and you will come very near to Him. 
There the very door of Paradise will seem to be 
ajar. There the Holy Spirit will enable you to 
have your ‘‘conversation” in heaven. There He 
will strengthen you to put up with trouble. 
There you will find peace and love and the joy 
of communion with God. You are not like 
children : don’t you be shy, but brave and bold. 
Oh! what a joy for husband and wife, father and 
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mother to be confirmed together, and then to kneel 
at Communion together. One after another, all 
will have to go, but what a joy to meet again in 
Paradise—husband, wife, father, mother, child. 
The meeting there will draw words from joyful 
hearts like those of the Queen of Sheba, ‘“ Why, 
the half of the glory was not told me!” “ Why, 
mother, you told me much; you filled my heart 
with longing, but you never told mehalf.” Well, 
dear friends, think over these things ; think of the 
endless enjoyment of sinless love—yes, for ever 
and ever; and may God the Holy Ghost give 
you His grace to aim at this, and manfully to 
persevere. 


12 
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It is a lovely sight to see this beautiful church 
so full, and to see you, my dear children in Christ, 
assembled here. And what have you come for? 
Well, to put it plainly and simply, you have come 
because you wish to do better. That is it, | 
think. You will all agree with that. You wish to 
do better than you have done heretofore. With- 
out meaning to say that there has been anything 
so very bad, all of you will agree that you might 
have done better than you have done, and that 
is what you wish to do. I don’t think there is a 
person in this great church to-night that would 
not agree with that. Next Sunday is Advent 
Sunday—we are coming to the beginning of a 
new Church's year ; and last Sunday we prayed 
in the Collect, “Stir up, we beseech Thee, O 
Lord, the wills of Thy faithful people”. This 
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stirring up the wills means that we all wish, 
please God, in the new year to try to do better 
than we have done before. That is what all 
true Christians wish. But you have come with 
a special meaning to-night. You have come ina 
way in which you never came before, and never 
will come again, for it is only once in your life 
that you come to be confirmed ; so that it is a 
special act on your part—you wish to do better. 
And that, in one way, is what is contained. in 
those words, that you have “come to years of 
discretion”. It says in the Prayer Book, you 
know, that you must not come to be confirmed 
until you have come to years of discretion. 
What does that mean? Well, it means, on the 
one hand, that you have learnt to know that sin 
is a much worse thing than once you thought it 
was. Of course, a little child, when its mother 
tells it not to do anything and it does it, knows 
that it has done wrong. Ay, but when we have 
come to years of discretion we mean that we have 
found out that sin is a hard thing to get rid of—a 
worse thing than we used to think it—something 
which we now see we must either conquer and 
drive away, or it will conquer us and lead us 
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here, and slaves through eternity! Take the 
case of lying, for example. A little child is some- 
times afraid to speak the truth, and says it did 
not, when it did, and so on. When we come to 
years of discretion we see that a lie has something 
more in it, and that, generally speaking, when 
you tell one lie it will lead you to tell two or three 
others to try and get out of it. Yes, sin is a 
worse thing than we used to think it. Or you 
may have found it out in some other way—you 
have found out in some way or other that sin is 
a hard thing, a troublesome thing, a miserable 
thing, a thing which has given you more trouble 
and more misery than anything else in your life ; 
and you have come to years of discretion, and 
you intend, in a minute, to say “I do,” and that 
means—‘‘I do renounce and put away what I 
have found out to be sinful and bad,” on the one 
hand, and on the other it means ‘‘I do believe 
all the articles of the Christian Faith ”. 

Let me try, for a moment more, and put it to 
you in this other way. You have come, dear 
children, to-night, I say, wishing to do better, 
and you have found that you must take some 
step, perform some act, that you must exert 
yourselves in order to turn away from what is 
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wrong. Now let me first speak to you, my sons 
in Christ, and then to you, my daughters in 
Christ ; and after that I will put the question to 
you, my sons, and you shall first answer ‘‘I do,” 
and then to you, my daughters, and you shall 
answer next, “I do”. I will first speak to you 
separately, and then a word together, and then 
you will answer “I do” to the question which I 
shall put. - 

And now, my sons in Christ, you must not 
expect the course of this life to be free from 
temptation and trouble. The devil will try to 
catch you, if he can, up to the very last moment, 
and you must be on your guard. Now, what can 
I say to you? Let me say this—That if you 
wish to keep from sin, avoid or keep away from 
the occasions of sin: that is, do not go near it, 
keep out of its way. If, for example, you know 
there may be danger from drinking in a public- 
house, and if there are two ways to take from 
your work, one that goes by that public-house 
and one that does not, choose the one that does 
not—avoid the occasion, keep away from it. 
Another way in which the devil tempts young 
men and ruins them is by betting. If, then, you 
have made up your mind that you will have 
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nothing to do with it, avoid the occasions of 
betting ; don’t read those newspapers which give 
the odds on horses, dogs, pigeons, or rabbits. 
Keep out of the way of those men who are 
always wishing you to take the odds on this or 
on that. Avoid the occasions of sin—have 
nothing to do with it—put it away, renounce it. 
But perhaps you will say, ‘‘ Bishop, why are you 
so rough with us: we don’t drink and we don't 
bet”. Well, bless you, my sons! Let me put 
it then in this way. Have you ever known the 
danger of a bad companion? I am sorry to say 
it, but it tells us in the Bible that the devil will 
transform himself into an angel of light ; he will 
make himself like a good angel, when he isa 
damned one. The devil sometimes comes to 
young men under the appearance of a friend. 
Some companion pretends to be a friend, and is 
friendly, and he leads him into bad words and 
bad actions: he leads him into things which 
cause him shame and fear, and which if he does 
not get out of them, will be his ruin. That is 
done by a bad companion. Now, I say avoid 
the occasions of sin. If you know the danger of 
a bad companion, renounce him, renounce her— 
keep away from that companion. Don’t be 
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about at the corners of the streets, or sitting upon 
logs of wood, or riding upon gates on a Sunday 
afternoon, or loitering about outside instead of 
inside the church, with a’kind of foolish laughter 
and talk which only put bad thoughts into your 
minds and robs you of your self-respect, and, un- 
less you cease from it, will rob you of your char- 
acter, and at last of your soul. Keep from the 
occasions of sin, and think for yourselves if you 
have ever known the danger of a bad companion 
—someone who would tempt you to do what 
you are ashamed to think of in the presence of 
God. Now, stop that—renounce it and put it 
away : for, my sons, you must yourselves under- 
stand it and interpret it for yourselves, as you 
best know the events of your own lives. When 
you come here and say you wish to do better, and 
stand up and say “I do,” that “I do” means— 
‘““T do take upon myself the promises made for 
me by my godfathers and godmothers,” and one 
of those promises is that you will renounce the 
world, the flesh, and the devil. It means that you 
have come to years of discretion, and have found 
out where your temptation is: you have found 
out how the devil has been trying to get hold of 
you, and you now mean to say-—‘“‘I will stop 
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that—I will put away from me the occasion of 
sin,” whether it is drink, whether it is betting, or 
whether it is the false pleasure of a wicked and 
bad companion—‘“‘ I mean to turn away and re- 
nounce it!” Think, my sons, while I speak to 
my sisters and daughters in Christ, think what it 
is you will mean when you say—“‘ I do renounce 
ig? 

Well, dear sisters and daughters, and what 
shall I say to you? I need not, perhaps, speak 
so roughly to you. I judge that your lives are 
more protected than the lives of men, and that 
you may move in easier and quieter places. But, 
my daughters in Christ, you must be on your 
guard. You may have a pleasanter place to live 
in, but let me remind you that the devil, Satan, 
the serpent, found his way even into Paradise! 
You won't expect to have a pleasanter place than 
Paradise: but Satan, the serpent, crept into 
Paradise, and crept up to the woman in Paradise, 
and tempted her till she fell! Therefore, my 
daughters, you must not think that the devil has 
any courtesy about him. He has no fine feelings 
—he has no respect for you, no regard for you ; 
he wants your ruin ; and the devil will creep up 
to you, in soft and dangerous ways, even in a 
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place that looks as safe as Paradise. Therefore, 
be on your guard. Now, what shall I say? I 
told our brothers in Christ to avoid the occasions 
of sin—to turn sharp away. What shall I say to 
you? Stop the beginnings of sin, my daughters. 
If you know the beginnings of sin—what it is to 
feel angry, for example—stop it. The first flash 
of temper, stop it, or it will get the master of you. 
It is like a spark which flies out of the fire into 
the room, and again and again when there has 
been a maid-servant there, she has been quick 
and has put her foot upon it, and it has gone out. 
But if she had waited, it would have set fire to 
something, and then, when she tried to put it 
out, she would have been in flames, and if she 
had run about, she would only have increased her 
own ruin and the ruin of others. All depends 
upon putting your foot upon the spark at once. 
Stop the beginning of sin, and if you have come 
to years of discretion, and know what it is to feel 
your temper rising, immediately ask God to stop 
it. If you know what vanity is—if you like to 
be looked at and admired—stop it! Modesty, 
humility, gentleness—that is the real beauty of 
woman. Any kind of vanity, personal display, 
and love of attracting notice—stop it, put your 
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foot upon it. If you know what envy or jealousy 
is, or any other kind of sin—if you know what 
sin is, then stop it in the beginning ; and when 
you say “I do,” be resolved that you will have 
nothing to do with it. You, my daughters, know 
in yourselves what you have got to stop. I said 
to my brothers in Christ that they know, in their 
rougher life, what it is they have to turn away 
from, whether it be a bad companion, or what- 
ever it may be; and you, too, my daughters, in 
the midst of your quieter surroundings, you know 
in yourselves what it is you must stop, and so 
when you say ‘‘I do,” let it mean “I do intend 
to stop it”. You have come here wanting to do 
better, and therefore you are about to say ‘‘I do” 
—‘‘I do renounce the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, and I do mean to put away the occasions of 
sin, | do mean to stop the beginnings of sin”. 
And now a word for both of you. You cannot 
do this, my children in Christ, without the help 
of God. If you would avoid the occasions of 
sin, if you would stop the beginnings of sin, both 
of you, all of you, you must ask God to help you 
—you must:seek God’s help. That is what has 
brought you here to-night, and you are heartily 
welcome, dear children. It is a lovely sight 


CONFIRMATION ADDRESS 187 


when we see men and women, aye, middle-aged 
men and middle-aged women, and old men and 
old women, like children in their hearts, kneeling 
down and bowing their heads before God, and 
worshipping Him, and asking Him to help them, 
because God is their Father, and without His 
help they feel they cannot get on! That is what 
we mean by coming to years of discretion. It is 
not only that you know what sin is, and that it 
is a worse thing than you thought it was—that is 
one half ; but the other half is that you believe 
all the articles of the Christian Faith. You be- 
lieve that God is your Father, that He knows 
you, cares for you, watches over you, and loves 
you, and you have come to ask for His help. 
You believe that Jesus Christ is your Saviour, 
and that out of love for you He died for you, and 
you wish to show your love for Him! You be- 
lieve that the Holy Ghost is your Sanctifier, and 
that although you may have got entangled in 
some kind of sin, and though you know the 
dangers of temptation, yet you believe that the 
Holy Ghost is God Almighty, and that He has 
the power to disentangle you, and to purify your 
hearts, and set them at liberty, so that you may 
give them up to the love of God, and a sinless 
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love for one another. You have come to ask 
God’s help—for the help of God the Holy Ghost ; 
and when you say “I do,” it means—‘ O, my 
God, I do know that sin is a worse thing than | 
thought it was when I was a little child ; I do 
know, alas, where the devil has been trying to 
tempt me, and I do renounce him ; I do wish to 
avoid the occasions of sin; I do wish to stop the 
beginnings of sin ; but O, my God, I know that 
I cannot do this in my own strength, I ask Thee 
to help me, and so I come to-night to receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost in Confirmation.” 


V. 
CONFIRMATION ADDRESS:! 
AFTER THE LAYING ON OF HANDs. 


WELL now, dear children, you must remember 
that you have given your word for it, in saying 
your “I do”. I tried to tell you, in the little 
time I had, and as well as I could, what that 
meant. Remember that you were confirmed on 
the day when the snow fell, and that may re- 
mind you that though God may put punishment 
off for a long time, yet if you go on in what is 
wrong there is punishment coming, just as the 
snow comes ; but if you turn away from what is 
wrong, then God has a blessing for you. God 
even turns what would have been a punishment 
into a blessing, over and over again. So that 
when you said “I do,” it meant “I do mean to 
keep away from what I have found to be wrong. 
If I have being doing wrong, I mean to stop it. 
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But I know I cannot do this in my own strength, 
and so I have to ask God to give me strength.” 
And now you have the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
You have set your faces bravely and boldly on the 
way to heaven. Well, one of your great diffi- 
culties will be that, while you, of your own mind 
and of your own heart, by the help of the Holy 
Spirit, will think what is quite right, and wish to 
do what is right, and intend to go on quite 
properly as a young Christian should—one of 
the great difficulties you will have, and one of 
the things which will give you the most trouble, 
will be that you will see so many people, calling 
themselves Christians, who don’t seem to care 
so very much about heaven, and about going 
there ; and a good many who are worse than 
that even, who don’t mind doing what you know 
is quite wrong. Well, that is a great trouble ; 
and some of you might be tempted to think— 
‘Have I not gone rather too far? Have I not 
been rather screwing myself up to a sort of 
fancy, and is it not an impossible thing I have 
been trying todo? Nobody else does it : why 
should I?” And so you give up those beautiful 
thoughts which the Holy Spirit has put into 
your hearts during these last days, while you 
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have been preparing for coming to your Con- 
firmation. I want to guard you against that. ° 
Your thoughts are right thoughts: your hopes 
are right hopes, given you by the Holy Spirit. 
Let me recommend you, as one way to help you, 
to try and bring before yourself, as much as you 
can, the life of your Saviour. You need not 
find fault with other people. You have said 
“J do”. You have spoken for yourself—not 
for anybody else. It is enough for you to look 
to yourself. You have got to get along now 
yourself, with God's help ; and I say it will be 
a very good guide, and willsave you from doubt, 
and from tossing up and throwing away those 
beautiful and valuable thoughts and hopes, and 
the good things which God has given you at this 
time, if you will try, as much as you can, to keep 
the life of our Saviour before you. You know 
where to look for it, in the four Gospels; and 
you will find it a great help to you, in keeping 
you straight, and in keeping you from giving up 
what you know is right. ‘Try and read as much 
as you can of the life of our Saviour : see what 
He would say, what He would have you do, 
what His example was and is, and then try and 
follow that. Never mind about other people, 
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but put the Saviour’s example before yourselves. 
Perhaps you will say, “Ah, well, but I live in 
a very simple sort of house ; my home is a very 
quiet home and a very poor one. Will the 
Saviour really care for me, living in such a poor 
way as I do?” Look at the Bible—where was 
the Saviour pleased to be born? You know. 
In a little village ; and where was it in that little 
village? Not in a big house, but in a common 
stable ; and for His cradle there was only a 
manger. Think then, “If the Saviour was not 
above being born in a stable and placed ina 
manger, He won't be above coming to me, 
though my house may be very simple, and my 
room very poor”. 

It is a great help and a great comfort to think 
of the Saviour being born in a stable, and put in 
a manger for His cradle, just to show us that He 
does not want a fine house, and smart clothes, 
and rich people—He does not want them neces- 
sarily to come to, but that He will come to poor 
people, in a simple house, He plainly shows by 
being born in a stable and placed in a manger. 
‘Ah, well,” you may say, “but I never shall be 
in a very rich way.” Well, was the Saviour? 
Did the Saviour ever make a fortune? Was He 
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ever in a way of business? Yes, He was. He 
did work, as a young man, inashop. And what 
sort of ashop? A carpenter’s shop. Was He 
in a big way of business? We might fancy that 
if the Saviour did please to condescend to work 
like a carpenter, He would go into one of the 
biggest towns He could find, and to one of the 
finest shops which was there, and be admired by 
the workmen and by the angels. But He did 
nothing of the kind! The Saviour was pleased 
to work in a shop, it is true, but where? Not in 
a big town, not in Jerusalem, or in Cesarea, or 
Capernaum, but just in a little village—you know 
it—in Nazareth: a little out-of-the-way country 
place, and one that people did not think much of 
—indeed, they despised it. And there, in a little 
shop—(He never was in a big way of business) 
—He worked as a carpenter day after day, quite 
quietly, till He was thirty years of age, and within 
three years of His death. That is a great com- 
fort to us. If you have to work in a little shop, 
in a little family, in a little way ; if you feel you 
never will make a big fortune, it is very nice and 
comfortable to think—‘“ Nor did the Saviour : 
and therefore He will be with me, and I may be 
with Him”. But He did His work: He was 
13 
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not idle. He went to work all those years asa 
carpenter in the shop, and, I suppose I may say, 
supported His Mother. He worked and He 
earned, but He never became rich, never was in 
a big way of business, was never made anything 
of in this world. Now I say that should bea 
great comfort to you, and should preserve you 
from losing your self-respect, because there may 
be other people who are richer than you. It is 
the heart that God looks at; it is the life He 
values—not the person, nor the money. Read 
your Bible, and see how He went on quietly doing 
His work in that out-of-the-way, simple sort of 
manner. Then there is another very nice thing 
to notice in the Saviour’s life, and that is—if I 
may say it without irreverence—how well He 
used the Bible. The Saviour did know His 
Bible. Of course, we know that He knew every- 
thing, but this knowledge of His Bible is put be- 
fore us in a way so that we cannot mistake it. 
We all know the sort of use He made of it— 
practically, as we say. We know what He did 
when the devil came to Him to tempt Him. 
What a comfort it is to have that told us! We 
might have thought—“ If the devil was so audaci- 
ous as to tempt the Saviour, if he ever reached that 
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pitch of impudence and foolishness, I should have 
thought the angels would have brushed him away, 
and that it would never be spoken about”. No, 
the Saviour is too loving for that. He would 
let the devil come and try his very worst at Him, 
and He would wish it to be written down in the 
Gospel that the devil did doit. Why? To give 
you comfort, dear children. If the devil tempts 
you to do wrong, don’t be out of heart all ina 
hurry. Don’t think, because he tempts you, 
“Ah, Iam done for!” The devil went up to 
the Saviour, with great impudence, and told lies 
in His face; and notice how the Saviour beat 
him off—He quoted back to him a text out of 
the Bible. You remember that when the devil 
went to the Saviour, he wanted Him to turn the 
stones into bread. But the Saviour said, very 
quietly, ‘No, I won't do it : it is written, Man 
shall not live by bread alone”. He brushed him 
off by quoting bits out of the Bible, which (I think 
we may say with reverence) most likely the 
Saviour had stored up in His mind when He 
was young—just like you may remember bits 
out of the Catechism, or things you have learnt. 
He used the Bible against the tempter. So 
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inthe Bible. Lift up your heart and say—‘‘ Show 
Thou me the way that I should walk in, for I lift 
up my soul unto Thee,” “Speak, Lord, for Thy 
servant heareth,” ‘“‘ Lord, save me”. When the 
temptation comes, don’t be frightened, but re- 
member how the Saviour used the Bible to drive 
the devil away. Then, when the great Agony 
came upon Him, when He was crucified upon 
the cross, He again used the words of the Bible 
—‘ My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
Me?” “Into Thy hands I commend My spirit” ; 
and He adds a little word, you will remember— 
‘* Father, into Thy hands I commend my spirit,” 
showing you the way to use the Bible, in order 
to make it your own. The Saviour constantly 
used the Bible as His own; and if you look into 
St. Luke’s Gospel, you will see how He showed 
the Apostles all the way through the Bible, be- 
ginning at Moses, things about Himself. You 
should read your Bible, and try and see Christ in 
it. Look at the history of Joseph—is he not like 
the Saviour ?>—how he was the beloved son, how 
his brothers went against him and betrayed and 
sold him to the Egyptians, how he was maltreated 
and put into prison, and how, at length, he was 
raised up, and gave bread to his brethren. We 
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cannot help seeing the Saviour when we read 
the history of Joseph. Remember, then, how 
our Saviour lived in a quiet, humble way of life, 
and how He used the Bible; and that if we 
would follow His example, we should make a plan 
of reading our Bibles. 

I want you to be very sure about this. I can 
almost imagine that some of you would say, ‘Ah, 
Bishop, but we have not got any time”. Well, 
dear children, I don’t know how much time you 
have, but God does, and He will not expect too 
much of you. Don’t be afraid. It is a good 
plan to read a little about the Saviour’s life on 
the Sunday, and perhaps sometimes on the week- 
day : during these long winter nights you might 
read a little, and that will perhaps get you into 
the way of it: you will feel the comfort and see 
the beauty of it, and so you will go on and try 
and copy the Saviour’s life ; and instead of being 
puzzled by other people not doing what you 
think right, you will say—‘‘I leave them to God : 
I see what the Saviour did, and what He would 
have me do, and that is enough for me”. And, 
dear children, you may also go on to another 
thing. You will notice how very wonderful the 
Saviour was at His prayers. It tells us in St. 
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Mark’s Gospel that He had very little time, 
because He worked so hard, but it says He got 
up a great while before it was daylight. He 
knew that when the sun was up He had work 
to do, all day long, and so He got up a great 
while before day, because He would not miss 
saying prayers in the morning. Then there is 
another thing you may notice. It says that He 
went out into a solitary place : that means to say 
the place where He was, was not convenient, 
was not comfortable—I suppose it was crowded. 
So it may be in your room, or in your house, and 
this may make it inconvenient, troublesome, and 
difficult to pray. But the Saviour knows that. 
He was, as we should say, put to shifts to know 
what to do to get a quiet time for His prayer, 
but He found it. And you, dear children, if you 
would follow the Saviour’s way every morning, 
don’t miss saying your prayers to God. Then 
you know what He says in another part of the 
Bible—how He spent the whole night sometimes 
in prayer. What a wonderful thing that is! 
He got up before daylight sometimes to pray, 
and sometimes He spent the whole night in 
prayer. If sometimes you would like to say 
your prayers, and there are other people in the 
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room, so that it becomes troublesome and incon- 
venient, don’t be stopped, but think that the 
Saviour knows that, and you do your best, 
either in the room where you are, or get into 
some quiet place, in the church perhaps, or else- 
where ; and in the morning always pray, and at 
night always pray. Sometimes you may feel 
that you would like to pray a little longer than 
usual, and longer than other people. Don’t do 
it to show off; but see, the Saviour spent the 
whole night in prayer, therefore you will not be 
very odd in His sight, if you like to keep at your 
prayers and to speak to Him for some time, and 
He will hear—He will not get tired of hearing. 
Now, dear children, if you try to keep the 
Saviour's life before you, it will save you from 
being puzzled when you see other people not 
doing what you, in your hearts, think you ought 
to do. It will teach you to read your Bibles 
carefully, and to be regular in your prayers. And 
now, dear children, | must add one thing more. 
Before the Saviour died, He appointed one way 
especially in which you might come to Him, and 
in which He might come to you: that is, in the 
Holy Communion. You remember how the 
Saviour took bread, and brake, and blessed it, 
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and said—‘ Take, eat, this is My Body”. 
Now, dear children, if you meet with difficulties 
in the world, if you find some people who don't 
seem to sympathize with you or understand you, 
or who have not the same earnestness or the 
same care, I say—Get to the Saviour—come to 
Him in Holy Communion. He has said that as 
He draws His Life from the Father, even so 
those that eat Him shall, draw Life from Him. 
‘As the living Father hath sent Me, and I live 
by the Father: so he that eateth Me, even he 
shall live by Me.” You may find it difficult, be- 
cause very likely those whom you may live with, 
or may work with, don’t go to the Communion, 
but don’t let that stop you—you need not judge 
them. When you feel puzzled as to what you 
ought to do, think ‘* How would the Saviour like 
metoact? How did Heact?” and try to follow 
Him ; and then, if you do that, He will come to 
you, He will be with you, He will protect you, 
He will take care of you, and instead of meeting 
with that punishment, which I said the coming 
of the snow might warn us of—instead of letting 
that punishment come upon you to destroy you— 
when at the last day you stand before the Judg- 
ment-seat of Christ you will not be afraid of Him 
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as your Judge, but you will look upon Him and 
see what a look of love He will give you, because 
He is your Saviour, and you have tried to keep 
to Him, and He has kept to you, and will keep 
you safe for ever ! 
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